
14th JULY 
1.  Standard Operating 

Procedure of CBIC 

2.  SAMARTH Scheme 

3.  Places of Worship Act 

4.  NABARD has grown at a 
rate of 14% in the last 42 
years 

5.  Guillain Barre Syndrome 



 The Central Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs 
(CBIC) has issued a Standard Operating Procedure 
(SoP) to prevent the use of free, illegal liquor and other 
banned items to woo voters during the upcoming 
elections in India. 

 The objective of the SoP is to ensure fair and 
transparent elections by preventing the flow of 
suspicious cash, illicit liquor, drugs/narcotics, freebies 
and smuggled goods during assembly and general 
elections. 

 In line with the directions of the Election Commission, 
the CBIC has directed its Regional Officers to monitor 
both monetary and non-monetary inducements used 
during the election process. 

 Officials will set up surveillance teams, check vehicles 
and godowns and seize smuggled goods. A flying squad 
and static surveillance team will be formed for checking 
vehicles and verification of godowns. 

Standard Operating Procedure of CBIC 



 About SoP: Movement of items like saris, party flags etc 
belonging to candidates or political parties without e-
way bill can be confiscated. 

 The tax officers shall report their activities to the 
Election Commission on a daily basis. 

 About CBIC: It is a government body under the Ministry 
of Finance in India. It is responsible for formulating 
policies related to customs, excise, GST and narcotics. 
CBIC oversees the administration and collection of these 
taxes and is the administrative authority for 
organizations subordinate to it. These include Custom 
House, Central Excise and GST Commissionerate and 
Central Revenue Control Laboratory. 



 Recently, the panel of SAMARTH scheme implementation 
partners has been expanded with a panel of 43 new 
implementation partners and additional training to 
around 75,000 beneficiaries has been allocated to target 
training partners. 

 Scheme for Capacity Building in Textiles Sector 
(SAMARTH) is a demand-driven and placement-oriented 
umbrella skill programme. 

 The implementation period of the scheme is till March 
2024. Its nodal ministry has been made to the Ministry 
of Textiles. 

 It aims to encourage and supplement the efforts of the 
industry in generating employment in organized textile 
and allied sectors, covering the entire value chain of 
textiles, excluding spinning and weaving. 

 Key facts about SAMARTH Scheme:- A special provision 
for upskilling/re-skilling program has also been operated 
under the scheme towards improving the productivity of 
the existing workforce in the apparel and garmenting 
sectors, in addition to the entry-level skilling. 

SAMARTH Scheme 



 The scheme has revised the funding pattern with an 
increase in the cost norms by 5%, which will give the 
necessary additional financial support to the skilling 
industries under the scheme. 



 The Supreme Court has given the Center time till 
October 31 to explain its stand on the validity of the 
Place of Worship Act. 

 The Act protects the identity and character of religious 
places as they were at the time of independence. 

 This act stops/maintains the status of any place of 
worship in the same condition as it was on August 15, 
1947. 

 The disputed site in Ayodhya was exempted from this 
act. Due to this exemption, the hearing in the Ayodhya 
case continued even after the implementation of this 
law. 

 Apart from the Ayodhya dispute, the Act also exempts 
any place of worship which is an ancient and historical 
monument, or an archaeological site which is protected 
by the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Sites and 
Remains Act, of 1958. 

Places of Worship Act 



 What is the Place of Worship Act? 
o Also, a case that has finally been settled. Any dispute 

that has been settled by the parties or any transfer of 
a scene that has been agreed upon before the 
commencement of the act. 



 Section 6 of the Act provides for imprisonment of a 
maximum term of three years along with a fine for 
contravening the provisions of the Act. 

 The law has been challenged on the grounds that it bars 
judicial review, a basic feature of the Constitution, as well 
as imposes an "arbitrary illogical retrospective cut-off 
date", which includes Hindu, Jain, and Buddhist and limits 
the religious rights of Sikhs. 



 NABARD has provided refinance of ₹20 lakh crore to 
the rural economy, growing at 14% in the last 42 years. 
The development of the rural economy cannot be 
imagined without this financing. 

 On the occasion of the 42nd Foundation Day of the 
National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development 
(NABARD), the Cooperation Minister asked NABARD to 
target the financing of the agriculture sector and rural 
development for the next 25 years, as India will 
celebrate 100 years of independence in the next 25 
years.  

 NABARD is the backbone of rural India as NABARD has 
played a big role in helping the Self Help Groups to 
stand on their feet. 

 Due to this, every person of the village, especially the 
women, could become self-reliant and could establish 
themselves with respect in the society. 

NABARD has grown at a rate  
of 14% in the last 42 years. 



 NABARD has funded about 1 crore Self Help Groups in 
the country, making it the largest micro-financing 
program in the world. 

 Cooperative organizations and NABARD have played an 
important role in promoting rural development. 

 A country whose 65 percent population lives in rural 
areas cannot prosper without a financial institution like 
NABARD. 

 NABARD (National Bank for Agriculture and Rural 
Development) is a development bank of India which we 
also know as National Bank for Agriculture and Rural 
Development. 

 NABARD was established in the year 1982 under the 
National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development 
Act, 1981. 

 NABARD is an apex banking institution of India to 
provide funds for agriculture and rural development. The 
headquarters of this institution is located in Mumbai. 



 NABARD's role in the country is mainly an extension of 
the role of the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) in the field 
of agriculture and rural development. 

 NABARD provides financial assistance for the 
construction of India's rural infrastructure, as well as its 
purpose lies in the designing and implementation of the 
development plans of the Central Government. 



 The South American state of Peru has declared a health 
emergency after being diagnosed with Guillain-Barre 
syndrome. The state of emergency will last for 90 days as 
authorities grapple with an 'abnormal increase' in cases. 

Guillain Barre Syndrome 



 According to the report of Mercopress news agency, 
since June 2023, 182 cases have been reported across 
the country. 

 Guillain Barre Syndrome: A very rare autoimmune 
disorder that affects the Peripheral Nervous System. In 
this, symptoms like muscle weakness, pain and 
numbness are seen in the beginning, which can turn into 
paralysis lasting 6-12 months or more. 

 This syndrome affects the nerves responsible for muscle 
movement, pain, temperature, and touch sensations. 
Although it is more common in adults and men, GBS can 
occur in individuals of all ages. 

 The exact cause of Guillain Barre syndrome is unknown, 
but according to the World Health Organization (WHO), 
GBS is often preceded by infection. It can be a bacterial 
or viral infection. This prompts the immune system to 
attack the body itself. 

 In rare cases, vaccinations and surgery may slightly 
increase the risk of developing GBS, but this is very 
unlikely. 



 Studies suggest that the risk of getting GBS from flu-
like infections is much higher than the risk from the flu 
vaccine. 

 Guillain-Barre syndrome treatment involves procedures 
such as plasmapheresis, which removes the plasma and 
replaces it with other fluids. 

 Guillain Barre syndrome and COVID-19: GBS has been 
reported in both adults and children with COVID-19. In 
addition, concerns have also been raised over cases of 
GBS following the administration of COVID-19 vaccines. 

 The South American state of Peru has declared a health 
emergency after being diagnosed with Guillain-Barre 
syndrome. The state of emergency will last for 90 days 
as authorities grapple with an 'abnormal increase' in 
cases. 




