
 

 

Other Key Facts? 
St. George's Cross 

 The Red Cross on a white background is 

represented as St. George's Cross, named 

after a Christian warrior, a heroic warrior 

involved in the Third Crusade of the 

Christians. 

 This cross also serves as the flag of England 

which is a constituent of the United Kingdom. 

 It was adopted by England and the City of 

London in the year 1190 to identify English 

ships entering the Mediterranean Sea. 

 Most Commonwealth countries have retained 

the Red George Cross at the time of their 

independence, although many countries have 

removed the Red George Cross on their 

respective navies over the years. 

 Prominent among them are Australia, New 

Zealand and Canada. 
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Indian Navy Flag 

Why in Newspapers?  
Recently the Prime Minister unveiled the new ensign/flag of the Indian Navy in Kochi to 

mark the launch of India's first aircraft carrier INS Vikrant. 

Quick Issue?  
 The ensign is the national flag, often 

displayed on ships and aircraft with 

the special insignia of a branch or 

unit of the armed forces. 

 In the upper left corner (canton) of 

the current flag is the St. George's 

Cross with the tricolor. 

Historical Background?  
 There was a long-standing demand 

for a change in the Navy's flag. Basic 

suggestions for change Vice Admiral 

VEC Barboza who had retired from 

the Navy as the Flag Officer 

Commanding-in-Chief Western 

Naval Command. 

 The present flag is essentially the 

successor to the pre-independence 

flag of the Indian Navy, which had 

the Red George Cross on a white 

background with the Union Jack of the United Kingdom at the top left corner. 

 After independence, on 15 August 1947, the Indian Defence Forces continued with the 

British colonial flag and badge and on 26 January 1950, its appearance/design was 

changed. 

 The naval crest and flag were replaced, but the only difference in the flag was that the 

Union Jack emblem was replaced with the tricolor and the Red George Cross was 

continued. 

 The change to the Navy flag was made in 2001 when the Red George Cross was replaced 

by a naval crest in the centre of the white flag, while retaining the tricolor at the top left 

corner. 

 Also in the year 2004, the flag was again changed to Red George Cross as the blue color of 

the naval crest in the new flag looked like both the sky and the sea. 

 A new change was made to the flag and the Lion of the Ashoka Pillar was now included as 

the emblem in the center of the Red George Cross. 



 

 

 Another change was made in the year 2014, when the word 'Satyameva Jayate' was 

inscribed on the flag under the Ashoka Pillar in Devanagari script. 

Likely Question Asked In Preliminary Exam 

Que. Under which article did the Supreme Court declare the right to fly the flag as a 

fundamental right? 

(a) Article 19 (i)       (b) Article 14 

(c) Article 18       (d) Article 21 

Answer—(a) Article 19 (i) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Other Key Facts? 
Non-Aligned Movement 

 The policy of the Non-Aligned Movement did 

not seek to formally align itself with the United 

States or the Soviet Union but sought to remain 

independent or neutral. 

 The basic concept of the Non-Aligned 

Movement (NAM) originated in the year 1955 at 

the Asia-Africa Bandung Conference held in 

Indonesia. 

 The first NAM summit was held in Belgrade, 

Yugoslavia in September 1961. 

 Objective - Organization in the Havana 

Declaration of 1979 to ensure "the national 

independence, sovereignty, territorial integrity 

and security of non-aligned countries" in their 

struggle against imperialism, colonialism, neo-

colonialism, racism and all forms of foreign 

subjugation The objective was set. 

 During the Cold War era, the Non-Aligned 

Movement played an important role in 

stabilizing the world order and maintaining 

peace and security. 

 Neutral Steps:- India was able to take decisions 

and take a stand at the international level, 

serving its own interests instead of serving the 

interests of the superpowers. 

Mikhail Gorbachev 

Why in Newspapers? 
Recently Mikhail Gorbachev, the last leader of the Soviet Union, passed away at the age of 

91. 

As a youth leader, Mikhail Gorbachev joined the Communist Party of the Soviet Union, and 

after Stalin's death he became a strong 

supporter of Nikita Khrushchev's reform 

of Stalin's policies. 

Quick Issue?  
 He was elected as the first party 

secretary of the Stavropol 

Regional Committee in the year 

1970. 

 In 1985, he was elected as the 

General Secretary of the 

Communist Party of the Soviet 

Union, in other words the de facto 

ruler of the government. 

Historical Background?  
 He introduced the policies of 

"glasnost" and "perestroika", 

which helped in freedom of 

speech and press and economic 

expansion of the economy. 

 Perestroika means 

"restructuring", in particular the 

communist economy and political 

system in the Soviet economy by 

incorporating some of the 

characteristics of a market 

economy. This also resulted in 

decentralization in financial 

decision making. 

 Glasnost means "openness", especially transparency in the context of information, in this 

sequence the democratization of the Soviet Union began. 

 He partnered with Western powers by signing arms reduction agreements with the United 

States for the reunification of Germany and resolving the issues dividing Europe after 

World War Two. 



 

 

Other Key Facts? 
Relations with India 

 Gorbachev visited India twice in the year 1986 

and in the year 1988. 

 Their aim was to extend their disarmament 

initiatives in Europe to Asia and ensure Indian 

cooperation. 

 This was Gorbachev's first visit to a non-

Warsaw Pact country after taking over as leader 

of the Soviet Union. 

 The then Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi honoured 

Gorbachev with the title of "Crusader for 

peace". 

 His address to the Parliament of India during 

the visit received exaggerated coverage in the 

Indian and Soviet media and was seen as a high 

point of Indian diplomacy. 

 The major political, military and ideological barrier was the lack of free contact with the 

West and other non-communist countries by the Soviet Union itself and its dependent East 

and Central European allies after World War II. 

 Gorbachev is credited with ending 

the Cold War, which resulted in 

the dissolution of the Soviet Union 

as a separate country. 

 He was awarded the Nobel Peace 

Prize in 1990 for his efforts to end 

the Cold War between the US and 

the Soviet Union. 

 The Cold War is the period (1945–

1991) of geopolitical tensions 

between the Soviet Union and its 

dependent countries (Eastern 

European countries) and the 

United States and its allies 

(Western European countries) 

after World War II. 

 After World War II, the world was 

divided into two power groups 

dominated by two superpowers – 

the Soviet Union and the United States. 

 It was an ideological war between the capitalist United States of America and the 

communist Soviet Union, in which both the superpowers engaged with the countries of 

their respective groups. 

 The term "cold" is used because there was no apparent large-scale war between the two 

sides. 

 The term was first used by the English writer George Orwell in one of his articles 

published in the year 1945.  

 The Cold War started between the Allied Countries, which included the UK, France, etc. 

under the leadership of America and the Soviet Union and its dependent countries. 

Likely Question Asked In Preliminary Exam 

Que. Who among the following Presidents of India was also the General Secretary of the 

Non-Aligned Movement for some time? 

(a) Dr. Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan    (b) Varahagiri Venkatagiri 

(c) Giani Zail Singh       (d) Dr. Shankar Dayal Sharma 

Answer: (c) Giani Zail Singh 


