
 

 

Other Key Facts? 
This current decision of the Supreme Court? 

 According to a report by the United Nations 

Population Fund, an average of eight women dies 

every day in India due to unsafe abortions. The 

report also said that 67% of abortions in India 

between 2007 and 2011 were unsafe. From these 

figures, you can guess how important this decision 

of the Supreme Court is in terms of safe abortion. 

After this decision, it is expected that in the 

coming time, if any woman wants to abort the 

pregnancy safely up to 24 weeks, then she will get 

relief. Also, in the coming times, there will be clear 

provisions for unmarried in this law. This right 

will be a relief to those women who are compelled 

to continue with the unwanted pregnancy. 
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Right to safe abortion for unmarried women 

Why in Newspapers?  
Recently the Supreme Court said “Depriving an unmarried woman the right to a safe 

abortion is a violation of her personal 

autonomy and freedom” - this is to say 

of the Supreme Court. In fact, recently 

the Supreme Court granted an 

unmarried woman a period of 24 

weeks This decision was given while 

allowing abortion. 

Quick Issue?  
 In fact, a 25-year-old unmarried 

pregnant woman had filed a 

petition in the High Court that 

she should be allowed to have a 

safe abortion. This woman, who 

was 24 weeks pregnant, 

wanted to have this abortion 

after their relationship failed. 

 The Delhi High Court dismissed 

her petition saying that the Medical Termination of Pregnancy Rules 2003 does not cover 

unmarried women. 

 Against this order of the High Court, the woman challenged Section 3 of the Medical 

Termination of Pregnancy (MTP Act) Act 1971 in the Supreme Court. In fact, this section 

allowed only 7 types of women to have abortions after 20 weeks of embryo and did not 

cover unmarried women. 

Historical Background?  
 Hearing this woman's petition, the Supreme Court held that denying an unmarried woman 

the right to a safe abortion is a violation of her personal autonomy and freedom under 

Article 21 of the Indian Constitution. 

 So all women - whether married or unmarried - have the right to a safe and legal abortion. 

 In this historic decision, the apex court said that under the Medical Termination of 

Pregnancy (MTP) Act, now unmarried women will also be able to have an abortion up to 

24 weeks. 

 The Supreme Court has expanded Rule 3B of the Medical Termination of Pregnancy Rules 

ie MTP. Till now only married women had the right to abort fetuses above 20 weeks and 



 

 

less than 24 weeks. The Supreme Court has considered it against the right to equality 

(Article 14). 

 The Supreme Court upheld the decision of the lower courts in this case as unfair. 

Reprimanding the lower court, the bench said that live-in relationship has already been 

recognized by the Supreme Court. 

 Law cannot be used to limit the notion of social morality. It was a coincidence that the day 

the Supreme Court delivered its verdict was also International Safe Abortion Day. 

 The court has also said that if the pregnancy of a married woman is against her will, then 

considering it as rape, she should be allowed to abort. 

 After marriage, if a physical relationship is made against the will of the woman, then it will 

also come under the category of rape. Even in the case of 'marital rape', the wife can get an 

abortion within the prescribed limit of 24 weeks. 

 The court clearly stated that in the amendment made in the MTP Act in 2021, the word 

'partner' was used instead of the word 'husband'. This shows that this law also applies to 

unmarried women. 

 The court held that forcing a woman to continue with the pregnancy against her will 

would not only violate her physical integrity, but would also increase her mental agony. 

 When the MTP Act was enacted in the year 1971, it was largely concerned with married 

women. But as the social norms and customs change, the law should also change 

accordingly. 

 Changing social customs should be kept in mind while interpreting the provisions. Social 

realities point to the need to legally recognize non-traditional family structures. 

 According to section 312 of the Indian Penal Code, whoever voluntarily aborts a pregnant 

woman, and if such abortion is not performed for the purpose of saving the life of that 

woman, shall be punished with imprisonment of one to three years, or with fine, or From 

both, will be punished. 

 There are other statutory provisions in this regard such as according to the Medical 

Termination of Pregnancy (Amendment) MTP Act 2021, pregnancies up to 20 weeks can 

be terminated in the opinion of a doctor. The amended law requires the opinion of two 

doctors for pregnancies between 20 and 24 weeks. 

Likely Question Asked In Preliminary Exam 

Que. Recently, the Supreme Court gave a verdict allowing an abortion of how many 

weeks' duration to an unmarried woman. 

(a) 24 weeks     (b) 20 weeks 

(c) 22 weeks     (d) 26 weeks 

Answer – (a) 24 weeks 

 

 



 

 

Other Key Facts? 
Important facts about the Nobel Peace Prize 

 The Nobel Peace Prize has been awarded to 140 

laureates and has so far been awarded to 110 

individuals and 30 organizations. Since the Comité 

International de la Croix Rouge (International 

Committee of the Red Cross) was awarded three times 

and the Office of the United Nations High 

Commissioner for Refugees was awarded twice, 110 

individuals and 27 organizations were awarded the 

Nobel Peace Prize. 

 31 Peace Prizes shared by two winners. 

 Yasser Arafat, Shimon Peres, Yitzhak Rabin were 

awarded the 1994 Nobel Peace Prize and Ellen 

Johnson Sirleaf, Leymah Gbowee and Tawakkol 

Karman were awarded the 2011 Nobel Peace Prize. 

 The Nobel Peace Prize for the year 2022 has been 

awarded to one person (Belarusian human rights 

advocate Ales Bialiyatsky) and two human rights 

organizations. 

 The youngest is the Nobel Peace Prize winner, Malala 

Yousafzai, who was 17 when she was awarded the 

2014 Peace Prize. 

 The oldest Nobel Peace Prize winner ever is Joseph 

Rotblatt, who was 87 years old when he was awarded 

the prize in 1995. 

 Women Nobel Peace Prize Laureates: Of the 110 Nobel 

Peace Prize winners, 18 are women. The first female 

Nobel Peace Prize winner is Bertha von Sutner, who 

was awarded the award in 1905. 

 The Norwegian Nobel Committee selects the winners 

of the Nobel Peace Prize. This committee consists of 

five members. The Nobel Peace Prize is awarded in 

Oslo, Norway. The other Nobel Prize is given in 

Stockholm, Sweden. 

Nobel Peace Prize 

Why in Newspapers? 

The Nobel Peace Prize for 2022 was awarded to Belarusian human rights activist Ales 

Bialiatski, the Russian human rights organization Memorial and the Ukrainian human rights 

organization Center for Civil 

Liberties. 

Quick Issue?  
 The chair of the Norwegian 

Nobel Committee, Berit 

Rees Andersen, announced 

the 2022 Nobel Peace Prize 

on 7 October. 

 According to the Nobel 

Committee, peace prize 

winners represent civil 

society in their home 

countries. 

Historical Background?  
 Belarusian human rights 

advocate Ales Bilyatsky and 

human rights organizations 

in Russia and Ukraine 

represent the right of civil 

society in their respective 

countries and have 

criticized the authority for 

many years as well as 

promoting the right of 

citizens to protect their 

fundamental rights. 

 They have made an 

outstanding effort to 

document war crimes, 

human rights abuses and 

abuses of power, while 

demonstrating the 

importance of civil society 

to the defence of peace and 

democracy. 



 

 

 Ales Bialiyatsky - According to the Nobel Prize website, Ales Bialiyatsky was one of the 

initiators of the democracy movement that emerged in Belarus in the mid-1980s. He 

founded the organization Viasna / Viasna (Spring) in 1996 in response to constitutional 

amendments that gave dictatorial powers to the president, which sparked widespread 

demonstrations. 

 According to the Nobel Prize website, government officials repeatedly tried to silence Ales 

Bilyatsky. He was kept in jail from 2011 to 2014. After massive demonstrations against the 

regime in 2020, he was arrested again. He is still in custody. 

 Human Rights Organization Memorial - The Human Rights Organization Memorial was 

founded in 1987 by human rights activists in the former Soviet Union, who wanted to 

ensure that the victims of the oppression of the Communist regime would never be 

forgotten. 

 Nobel Peace Prize laureate Andrei Sakharov and human rights activist Svetlana 

Gannushkina were among its founders. After the collapse of the Soviet Union, Memorial 

became the largest human rights organization in Russia. 

 It has been described as the largest human rights organization in Russia, and according to 

the committee's press release, at the present time, it has helped collect information on 

"political persecution and human rights violations in Russia". 

 Center for Civil Liberties 

o The Center for Civil Liberties was established in Kyiv in 2007 with the aim of advancing 

human rights and democracy in Ukraine. 

o The Center has taken a stand to strengthen Ukrainian civil society and pressured the 

authorities to make Ukraine a full-fledged democracy. 

Likely Question Asked In Preliminary Exam 

Que. How many countries have been awarded the Nobel Peace Prize for the year 2022? 

(a) 1      (b) 3 

(c) 7      (d) 5 

Answer – (b) 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Other Key Facts? 
Awards and recognition 

 Overall, his works have received the French 

Language Award and the Marguerite 

Yoursner Prize 

 In 2014, he was awarded an honorary 

doctorate by the University of Sergi-Pontoise. 

 His work "The Years" was selected for the 

International Man Booker Prize. 

Nobel Prize in Literature 

Why in Newspapers? 

The 2022 Nobel Prize in Literature was awarded to French author "Anne Arnoux" for "the 

courage and clinical acumen with which she uncovers individual memory, systems and collective 

restrictions". 

Quick Issue?  
 The Nobel Prizes in Physics, 

Chemistry and Medicine for the year 

2022 have already been awarded. 

 In 2021, the novelist Abdulrazak 

Gurnah was awarded the prize for 

his uncompromising and 

compassionate work about the 

effects of colonialism and the fate of 

refugees in conflict between 

cultures and continents. 

Historical Background?  
 Annie was born in the year 1940 and was raised in the small town of Yvettet in Normandy 

(France). 

 Arnoux studied at the universities of Rouen and Bordeaux, from where he qualified as a 

schoolteacher with a higher degree in modern literature 

 His exemplary literary career began with the publication of his first book, Clean Out, in the 

year 1974. 

 Her other major works include "A Women's Story", "Happening", "A Girls Story", "Getting 

Lost". 

 Intimate relationships, social inequality, education, experience of advancing social classes 

through time and memory and how to write life experiences are the topics she covers in 

her books. 

 Her books try to explain how humiliation is created in the female consciousness and how 

girls form opinions about themselves in private life. 

Likely Question Asked In Preliminary Exam 

Que. Who has been awarded the Nobel Prize for Literature for the year 2022? 

(a) Annie Arnoux     (b) Abdulrazaq Gurnah 

(c) Ahmed Ali Khan    (d) David Julius 

Answer – (a) Annie Arnox 


