
 

 

Other Key Facts? 
Special Powers of Rajya Sabha: 

 If a resolution is passed by a majority of not 

less than two-thirds of the members 

present and voting in the Rajya Sabha, the 

Parliament becomes competent to make 

laws on the subject. 

 If a resolution recommending the creation 

of one or more All India Services for the 

Union and the States is passed in the Rajya 

Sabha, the Parliament becomes empowered 

to create such services. 

 Proclamation of Emergency is required to 

be approved by both the Houses of 

Parliament within a stipulated period. 

 If 'Emergency Proclamation' is issued 

during the dissolution or dissolution of Lok 

Sabha and the Proclamation is approved by 

the Rajya Sabha within the period specified 

under Articles 352, 356 and 360 of the 

Constitution, then the Proclamation shall be 

effective.  
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Election of Rajya Sabha MPs 

Why in Newspapers? 
Today on June 10, 16 MPs are being elected to the Rajya Sabha by the Legislative 

Assemblies of 4 states. 

Quick Issue?  
 It is also called Upper House and 'Council of States'. It is a permanent house and cannot be 

dissolved. 

 In order to ensure the continuity of 

the House, under Article 83(1) of the 

Constitution, one-third of the 

members of the Rajya Sabha retire 

after every second year, and to fill 

these vacancies "every two years". 

Elections are held once. 

 The option of joining the party is 

available to a member nominated to 

the Rajya Sabha within six months of 

taking the 'seat'.  

Historical Background?  
 The maximum number of members in 

the Rajya Sabha has been fixed at 245, 

out of which 12 members are 

nominated by the President, and the 

remaining 233 members are 

representatives of the states and the 

Union Territories of Delhi and 

Puducherry. 

 The term of a member of Rajya Sabha 

is six years. Vacancies arising due to 

resignation, death or disqualification are filled through by-elections, and elected members 

serve the remainder of the term of their predecessors. 

 Barring a bill designated as a 'Money Bill' by the Speaker of the Lok Sabha, all other bills 

need to be passed by the other house to become a law. 

 The Rajya Sabha does not have the power to amend a 'Money Bill', but it can recommend 

its amendments within a stipulated time, and the Lok Sabha can accept or reject all or any 

of these recommendations. 

 Rajya Sabha MPs are elected by the members of the State Legislative Assembly through 

indirect election. 



 

 

 According to the provisions made in Article 80(4), “The representatives of each State in 

the Council of States shall be elected by the elected members of the Legislative Assembly 

of that State in accordance with the system of proportional representation by means of the 

single transferable vote.” 

 Provision has been made for the allocation of Rajya Sabha seats to the states and union 

territories on the basis of the population of each state in the 'Fourth Schedule of the 

Constitution'. 

 The number of votes required by a candidate to be elected to the Rajya Sabha depends on 

the number of vacancies and the total strength of the House. 

 If there is only one vacancy in the Upper House i.e. only one seat is to be elected, then the 

quota required for the election is calculated by dividing the number of votes cast by 2 and 

adding 1 to the quotient. 

 If the number of vacancies is more than one, this calculation is based on a fixed value of 

100 for each first-preference vote. The value of the votes cast by all the candidates is 

added up. This total is divided by the number obtained by adding 1 to the number of 

vacancies, and 1 is added to this quotient. 

 For example, if 100 members of a legislature vote for 3 vacancies of Rajya Sabha, the quota 

required by any candidate will be: (100 × 100)/(3 + 1) + 1 = 2501 

 Second Preference Votes :- If the candidates for a seat fail to obtain the specified number 

of votes, the second preference votes will be taken into account, but their value is kept 

less. 

Likely Question Asked In Preliminary Exam 

Que. The term of Rajya Sabha, which was 5 years under the original constitution, was 

increased to how much by the 42nd amendment? 

(a) 9 years     (b) 7 years 

(c) 6 years     (d) 8 years 

Ans. (c) 6 years 

Que. Because of Rajya Sabha being a permanent house? 

(a) One-third of the members retire every two years. 

(b) One-half of the members retire every three years. 

(c) One-fifth of the members retire every year. 

(d) One-sixth of the members retire every year. 

Ans. (a) One-third of the members retires every two years. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Other Key Facts? 
Green Jobs Initiative: 

 The 'Green Jobs Initiative' was launched in 

2008 collectively by the International 

Labour Organization, the Confederation of 

International Trade Unions, the United 

Nations Environment Program and the 

International Employers' Organization. 

 Its objective is to improve placements, 

provide training and create opportunities 

for individuals to work in 'Green Jobs'. 

'Green Jobs'  

Why in Newspapers? 
During his speech on the occasion of 'World Environment Day', PM Modi highlighted 

India's efforts to generate 'Green Jobs'. 

Quick Issue? 
 'Green employment' is a category of jobs that have a direct positive impact on the planet 

Earth and contribute to the overall 

environmental welfare. 

 They aim to reduce the negative 

environmental impact of economic 

sectors and advance the process of 

building a low-carbon economy. 

 These jobs include jobs that ensure 

renewable energy, conservation of 

resources, energy efficient means. 

Historical Background?  
 'Green jobs' for India can prove to be 

extremely useful for the country, as 

they have huge potential to employ trained workforce in areas such as renewable energy, 

waste management, green transport and urban farming. 

 On 1 October 2015, 'Skill Council for Green Jobs' was started. 

 The council was established as a non-profit, independent, industry-led initiative. 

 It was linked with the 'National Skill Development' missions. 

 The 'Skill Council for Green Employment' is promoted by the Ministry of New and 

Renewable Energy (MNRE) and the Confederation of Indian Industry (CII). 

 Objective: To help manufacturers and other service providers in India's 'Green Business' 

sector. 

Likely Question Asked In Preliminary Exam 

Que. Which statement is true about Green Jobs Initiative? 

1. The council was established as a non-profit, independent, industry-led initiative. 

2. It was linked with the 'National Skill Development' missions. 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

(a) 1 only     (b) 2 only 

(c) both 1 and 2    (d) none of these 

Ans : (c) Both 1 and 2 


