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Bru Refugees of Assam-Mizoram 

 

Why in newspapers? 

• The Bru tribe, who consider themselves native 

to Myanmar, settled in Mizoram years ago. 

The violent conflict between the Bru 

community and the majority Mizo community 

broke out in 1996 over the issue of an 

autonomous district council. 
 

Quick issue? 
• Bru Commander-in-Chief Rajesh Charki said 

that they are happy and demanded an 

autonomous economic council for the Bru 

community. 

• Most of the villages with Bru population near 

the Assam-Mizoram border areas are yet to 

be developed.  

• Plans have been demanded from the 

government for the betterment of these 

areas.  

Historical background? 
• On July 3, 2018, an agreement was reached between the Government of India and Bru-Reang 

representatives, following which assistance to Bru-Reang families was increased. 

• 435 crore relief packages given to 32,876 people from 5,407 Bru families. In this, Rs 4 lakh to each 

family. Fixed deposit of Rs.1.5 lakh for housing, free ration for two years and Rs.5000 per month. 

• Apart from this, free transport from Tripura to Mizoram, Eklavya school for studies, domicile and 

caste certificates were to be obtained. It was decided that the Bru people would get the right to vote 

in Mizoram, but it could not materialize as most of the displaced Bru people refused to go back to 

Mizoram. Those who were ready to leave also demanded more money for rehabilitation. 

• During 2018-19, again 328 families, comprising 1369 people, were repatriated from Tripura to 

Mizoram, although most Bru-Reang families demanded that they be resettled in Tripura due to 

security concerns of the Bru community. 

• Therefore, many displaced Bru people refused to go back to Mizoram. In October last year, the ninth 

and final phase of the process of repatriating 35,000 Bru refugees living in relief camps in Tripura to 

Mizoram began, but barely 860 returned to Mizoram in December. The Bru refugees withdrew their 

protest after mutual talks between them. 



 

 

Other key facts? 

History of Bru Community 

▪ The Bru community has a history of isolated strife 

and street struggles behind their landmines. There 

was a communal riot in 1997 especially between the 

Bru tribe and the Mizo community.  

▪ Several violent clashes also took place during this 

period between the Bru tribe and the Mizo 

community.  

▪ The Bru National Liberation Front killed a Mizo 

official following which the conflict between the two 

communities deepened and riots broke out. Being a 

minority, the Bru community had to leave their 

homes and go to refugee camps for refugees. For the 

last 23 years, people of the Bru community have 

been living in the refugee camps of Tripura. The Bru 

tribes, who have been living in refugee camps for 

more than two decades, have been demanding their 

rights for a long time. 

 

• An agreement was signed between the Government of India, Government of Tripura and Mizoram 

and Bru-Reang representatives in Delhi on 16 January 2020. This came to be known as Bru Pact.  

• The central government announced a 

package of Rs 600 crores to settle 

about 34,000 people in Tripura by 

permanently solving the major human 

problem that has been going on for 

about 25 years. 

• Under this, it was decided to make 

arrangements for all those Bru-Reang 

families who want to settle in Tripura 

itself. 

Major demands of the surrendered militants- 

• Demand for land for the community 

under the Forest Rights Act, 2006 and 

inclusion in the Scheduled Tribes in the 

State. 

• Government jobs for Bru youth. 

• Demand for electrification and 

construction of roads, schools and 

hospitals in the area inhabited by the 

community. 

• Ex-gratia to the surrendered BRU cadres and ex-militants as well as to the families of those killed. 

• Criminal cases against the surrendered cadres should be withdrawn. 

• There has been a demand to give benefits to the people of the community. In Mizoram, the Bru 

community is listed under the Scheduled Tribes, while in Tripura, the Bru are a separate caste group. 

• The Bru community in Tripura is known as Reang. People of this community speak Bru language, 

currently there is no script for this language. 

• As a result of migration, some people of the community speak languages of some other states like 

Bengali, Assamese, Mizo, Hindi and English in addition to the Bru language. 

• The Bru community is a tribal group in the Northeast region of India. Historically it is a Banjara 

community and the people of this community have been associated with Slash and Burn Farming. 

• The Bru community consider themselves to be the original inhabitants of the Shan province of 

Myanmar, having migrated centuries ago from Myanmar and settled in the Indian state of Mizoram. 

• People of the Bru community live in many states of the North East, but the largest population of this 

community is found in Mamit and Kolasib districts of Mizoram. 

• About 12 sub-castes are included under this community. Some people of the Bru community also live 

in the Chittagong Hill Tracts of Bangladesh. 
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The great Barrier Reef 

Expected questions for Prelims Examination 
 

The Bru community, seen in the news recently, belongs to which of the following states? 

1. Tripura   2.  Mizoram 

3. Punjab   4.  Both 1 and 2 

Ans – 4 : Both 1 and 2 

United Nations concern about coral reef 
 

Why in newspapers? 
▪ Recently, a United Nations panel has expressed concern about its extinction. Along with this, the Great Barrier 

Reef has been recommended to be placed on the 'Danger List' of the World Heritage Site.  

Quick issue? 
▪ The United Nations Educational, Scientific and 

Cultural Organization (UNESCO) has warned that the 

world's best known coral reefs could be completely 

destroyed by the end of this century if more efforts 

are not made to adapt to warming seas may also 

disappear.  

Historical background?  
▪ Coral is a plant-like organism. It is found in shallow 

places inside the sea. 

▪ They are transparent or white in colour. When these 

organisms are alone, they are called polyps, but 

polyps live in groups.  

▪ The group or bouquet of this polyp is called coral and 

due to being connected to each other, they appear in 

the shape of plants. 

▪ The bones of these corals ie skeleton and carbonate 

form a wall in the sediment, this is called coral reef. 

▪ Algae i.e., moss stick on them. Because of this, they appear in different colours. Another special thing is that 

algae and coral can live together. 

▪ Algae prepare food for coral through photosynthesis while coral provides safe environment for algae to live. 

▪ The Great Barrier Reef - located off the north-east coast of Australia, is the world's largest collection of coral 

reefs. 

▪ There are more than 1,500 species of fish, about 400 species of coral, 4,000 species of molluscs, and about 240 

species of birds, as well as a large variety of sponges, anemones, sea worms, crustaceans, and other species. 

▪ It is home to endangered species like the dugong (sea cow) and the giant green turtle. Inside it are about 2,500 

rocks of varying sizes, as well as more than 900 islands. 



 

 

Other key facts? 
Bearing Reefs 

Overall, the agency plans to work on 19 World 

Heritage listed reefs found in developing countries 

with funding from the Global Coral Reef Fund. 

UNESCO has previously also run the Sustainable Mural 

Program which was launched in 2018 and this latest 

plan builds on its success. 

During the last four years, researchers have been 

working at four pilot sites of the World Heritage reef in 

Australia, Belize, New Caledonia and Palau. 

The program showed that by empowering local 

communities and adapting their incomes and 

livelihoods to climate change, local pressures can be 

reduced. 

Fanny Duvier, head of UNESCO's marine programme, 

says global warming means local reef protection 

measures are no longer sufficient to protect some of 

the world's most important reefs. 

But a healthy, tolerable wall can regenerate itself and 

maintain its existence even after a chemical attack. 

UN status  
 

 
 

▪ Sea levels are rising every day due to increasing global warming, and coral reefs are sinking into deeper waters 

away from sunlight. 

▪  Also factors like pollution, destructive fishing 

methods using dynamite or cyanide, collecting 

live corals for the aquarium market are also 

responsible for the degradation of this Great 

Barrier Reef. 

▪ 25 percent of the different species found in the 

sea depend on coral reefs for their food. At the 

same time, it is a habitat and source of food for 

more than 4000 species of fish. 

▪ Not only this, the fish also do their breeding here. 

Due to the hardness of the coral reef, the damage 

from the sea storm is also less. Along with this, 

Coral Reef is also a centre of tourist attraction. 

Due to which the economy of any country also 

becomes strong. 

Expected Question for prelims examination  
 

Which of the following is not an atoll island? 

 1.  Great Barrier Reef, Australia 

 2.  Rainbow Rocks, Fiji 

 3.  Swaraj Dweep, India 

 4.  Kyushu Island, Japan 

Ans 4: Kyushu Island, Japan 


