
 

 

Other Key Facts? 
Achievement in export of agriculture and 

allied agri-commodities 

▪ The country has achieved tremendous growth in 

exports of agricultural and allied goods. 

Agriculture and allied exports are expected to 

increase from US$ 32.81 billion in 2015-16 to 

US$ 50.24 billion in 2021-22, i.e. a growth of 

53.1 per cent as compared to 2015-16. 

▪ In the above context, it is informed that the 

Ministry of Statistics and Program 

Implementation [National Statistical Office 

(NSO)] has released the 70th round of NSS 

(January 2013-December 2013) with reference to 

agricultural year July 2012-June 2013 in rural 

areas of the country. 2013) and the 'Situation 

Assessment Survey' (SAS) of agricultural 

households was conducted during the 77th round 

of NSS (January 2019- December 2019), with 

reference to the agricultural year July 2018- June 

2019. Based on these surveys, the estimated 

average monthly income per agricultural 

household for the 70th round of NSS (2012-13) 

and 77th round of NSS (2018-19) was fixed at 

Rs.6426 and Rs.10,218 respectively. 

▪ Due to the positive implementation of these 

schemes due to the efforts of the government, 

remarkable results have been achieved in the 

direction of increasing the income of the farmers. 

As part of the Amrit Mahotsav of Independence, 

the Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR) 

has released a book, which compiles the success 

stories of 75,000 farmers out of myriad successful 

farmers who have more than doubled their income. 
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DOUBLING THE INCOME OF FARMERS 

Why in Newspapers?  
Government's efforts to double the income of farmers have yielded very positive 

results. In this regard, the 

Government constituted an Inter-

Ministerial Committee in April, 

2016 to look into the issues related 

to 'Doubling Farmers' Income 

(DFI)' and recommended several 

strategies to achieve the same. 

Quick Issue?  
▪ The committee submitted its 

final report in 14 volumes to 

the government in September, 

2018 which included a strategy 

to double farmers' income 

through various policies, 

reforms and programmes. 

Historical Background?  
▪ To achieve this objective, the 

committee identified the 

following seven sources of 

income enhancement:- 

1. Increase in the productivity 

of crops. 

2. Increase in the productivity 

of livestock. 

3. Efficiency in resource use – 

reduction in production 

cost. 

4. Increase in cropping 

intensity. 

5. Diversification towards 

high value farming. 

6. To provide remunerative 



 

 

price to the farmers for their produce. 

7. To divert the surplus labour force from agriculture to non-agriculture occupations. 

▪ The concept of strategy of 

doubling the income of farmers 

is based on the following main 

principles:- 

1. To increase total production 

in all sub-sectors of 

agriculture by achieving 

higher productivity. 

2. Rationalization/reduction of 

production cost. 

3. To ensure remunerative price 

of agricultural produce. 

4. Effective risk management. 

5. Adoption of sustainable 

technologies. 

▪ According to this strategy, the 

government has adopted and 

implemented several policies, 

reforms, developmental 

programs and schemes to ensure 

more income to the farmers 

directly or indirectly. 

▪ Unprecedented increase in 

budget allocation -: In the year 

2015-16, the budget allocation for 

the Ministry of Agriculture and 

Farmers Welfare (including 

Department of Agricultural 

Research and Education, 

Department of Animal Husbandry 

and Fisheries) was only Rs 

25460.51 crore. It has increased by more than 5.44 times to Rs 1,38,550.93 crore in 

2022-23. 

▪ Income support to farmers through PM Kisan -: PM Kisan was launched in 2019. It is 

an income support scheme providing Rs.6000 per annum in three equal instalments. 

Through this, funds worth more than Rs 2 lakh crore have been released to about 11.3 

crore eligible farmer families so far. 



 

 

▪ Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana (PMFBY) -: for six years- PMFBY was launched in 

2016 with an aim to address the problems of high premium rates and shortfall in 

sum insured due to capping for farmers. In the last 6 years of implementation – 38 

crore farmers applications have been registered and claims of more than 11.73 crore 

(provisional) applicant farmers have been received. During this period, Rs 25,185 

crore was paid by farmers as their share of premium, for which over Rs 1,24,223 crore 

(provisional) has been paid to them. Thus, for every Rs 100 premium paid by the 

farmers, about Rs 493 has been paid to them in the form of claims. 

▪ Institutional Credit for Agriculture Sector-: 

1. A target has been set to increase from Rs 8.5 lakh crore in 2015-16 to Rs 18.5 lakh 

crore in 2022-23. 

2. Animal Husbandry and Fisheries farmers have also been given the benefit of 

concessional institutional credit through KCC at an interest rate of 4 per cent per 

annum to meet their short-term working capital requirements. 

3. A special drive has been launched since February 2020 to provide concessional 

institutional credit with a focus on covering all PM-KISAN beneficiaries through 

Kisan Credit Cards (KCC). As on 11.11.2022, 376.97 lakh new KCC applications have 

been approved as part of this campaign, with a sanctioned credit limit of Rs.4,33,426 

crore. 

 
▪  Fixing minimum support price (MSP) one and a half times of production cost- 



 

 

1. The government has increased the MSP for all essential Kharif, Rabi and other 

commercial crops with a return of at least 50 per cent over the all-India weighted 

average cost of production from 2018-19. 

2. The MSP for paddy (common) has been increased from Rs 1310 per quintal in 2013-

14 to Rs 2040 per quintal in 2022-23. 

3. The MSP for wheat has been increased from Rs 1400 per quintal in 2013-14 to Rs 

2125 per quintal in 2022-23. 

▪ Promotion of organic farming in the country-: 

1. Paramparagat Krishi Vikas Yojana (PKVY) was launched in the year 2015-16 to 

promote organic farming in the country. 32384 clusters have been formed and 6.53 

lakh ha area has been covered, benefitting 16.19 lakh farmers. In addition, 123620-

hectare area has been covered under Namami Gange program and 4.09 lakh hectare 

area has been covered under natural farming. 

2. The government also proposes to promote sustainable natural farming systems 

through the Bharatiya Sanskriti Krishi Padtini (BPKP) scheme. The proposed 

scheme aims to cut down on the cost of cultivation, increase the income of farmers and 

ensure resource conservation and safe and healthy soil, environment and food. 

▪ Mission for Development of North Eastern Region Organic Value Chain (MOVCDNER) 

has been launched. Under this, 379 Farmer Producer Companies have been formed, 

involving 189039 farmers and covering an area of 172966 hectares. 

▪ Per Drop More Crop -: Per Drop More Crop (PDMC) scheme was launched in the year 

2015-16 with the objective of increasing water use efficiency and productivity at the farm 

level through micro irrigation technologies viz. drip and sprinkler irrigation systems. have 

to increase. So far 69.55 lakh hectare area has been covered under micro irrigation 

through PDMC scheme from the year 2015-16. 

▪ Micro Irrigation Fund -: A Micro Irrigation Fund has been created with NABARD with an 

initial corpus of Rs 5000 crore. In the budget announcement for the year 2021-22, the 

amount of the fund is to be increased to Rs 10000 crore. Projects worth Rs 4710.96 crore 

have been approved for 17.09 lakh hectares. 

▪ Encouragement to Farmer Producer Organizations (FPOs)-: 

1. A new Central Sector 

Scheme was launched by the 

Hon'ble Prime Minister on 

29th February, 2020 for 

promotion and formation of 

new 10,000 FPOs with a 

budget outlay of Rs.6865 

crore by 2027-28 with the 

objective of maximum 

investment in agriculture. 



 

 

2. As on 31.10.2022, 3855 FPOs have been registered under the new FPO scheme.  

▪ A National Beekeeping and Honey Mission (NBHM) has been launched in 2020 as part 

of the Atmanirbhar Bharat campaign to increase productivity of crops through 

pollination and increase honey production as an additional source of income. Rs 500 crore 

has been allocated for the beekeeping sector for the period from 2020-2021 to 2022-2023. 

Till date, 114 projects worth Rs.139.23 crore have been approved/approved for 

funding under NBHM during 2020-21 and 2021-22. 

▪ Agricultural Mechanization -: Mechanization is extremely important for 

modernizing agriculture and reducing the drudgery of farm operations. An amount 

of Rs.5490.82 crore has been allocated for farm mechanization during the period from 

2014-15 to March, 2022. 13,88,314 machines and implements have been provided to the 

farmers on subsidy basis. 18,824 Custom Hiring Centres, 403 Hi-Tech Centers and 16,791 

Farm Machinery Banks have been set up to provide agricultural machinery and equipment 

on rent to the farmers. In the current year i.e. 2022-23, an amount of Rs 504.43 crore has 

been released so far for distribution of about 65302 machines on grant, setting up 

2804 CHCs, 12 hi-tech centers and 1260 village level farm machinery banks. 

▪ Providing soil health cards to the farmers 

o Soil Health Card Scheme was launched in the year 2014-15 for optimum use of 

nutrients. The following number of cards have been issued to the farmers; 

1. Chakra-I (2015 to 2017) - 10.74 Cr. 

2. Chakra-II (2017 to 2019) - 11.97 crores. 

3. Model Village Program (2019-20) - 19.64 lakh. 

▪ Establishment of National Agricultural Market (e-NAM) Extension Platform:- 

1. 1260 Mandis of 22 States and 03 Union Territories have been linked with e-NAM 

platform. 

2. As on 31.10.2022, more than 1.74 crore farmers and 2.36 lakh traders have been 

registered on e-NAM portal. 

3. As on 31.10.2022, total quantity of 6.5 Crore MT and 19.24 Crore (Bamboo, Betel 

Leaves, Coconut, Lemon and Sweet Corn) aggregated on e-NAM platform with a value 

of about Rs 2.22 Lakh Crore business has been formally registered. 

▪ National Edible Oil Mission Oil Palm -: The launch of NMEO has been approved with a 

total outlay of Rs 11,040 crore. This will bring an additional area of 6.5 lakh hectares 

under oil palm plantation in the next 5 years to 3.28 lakh hectares in the North Eastern 

States and 3.22 lakh hectares in the rest of India. The mission focuses on providing viable 

prices of Fresh Fruit Bunches (FFBs) to farmers with a simple pricing formula linked to 

assured procurement by the industry. If the price paid by the industry remains less than 

the viable price by October, 2037, the central government will compensate the farmers by 

way of practical differential payment. 

▪ Agriculture Infrastructure Fund (AIF) -; Since the inception of Agriculture 

Infrastructure Fund (AIF) in the year 2020, an amount of Rs 13681 crore has been 



 

 

sanctioned for more than 18133 projects for agriculture infrastructure in the country 

under this scheme. Various agricultural infrastructures were created with the support of 

the scheme and some of the infrastructures are in the final stages of completion. This 

infrastructure includes 8076 warehouses, 2788 primary processing units, 1860 custom 

hiring centres, 937 sorting and grading units, 696 cold storage projects, 163 testing units 

and about 3613 other post-harvest management projects and community farm assets Huh. 

▪ Improvement in Agriculture Produce Logistics, launch of Kisan Rail -: Kisan Rail has 

been launched by Ministry of Railways specifically for transportation of perishable 

agricultural horticulture commodities. The first Kisan Rail was launched in July 2020. 

Till October 31, 2022, 2359 Kisan Rail services have been operated on 167 routes. 

▪ MIDH-Cluster Development Programme: - Cluster Development Program (CDP) to 

leverage geographical expertise of horticulture clusters and promote integrated and 

market-based development of pre-production, production, post-harvest, logistics, 

branding and marketing activities is designed for. DA&FW has identified 55 horticulture 

clusters, out of which 12 have been selected for pilot phase of CDP. 

▪ Creation of start-up ecosystem in agriculture and allied sector -: 1055 start-ups have 

been finalized so far by various knowledge partners and agribusiness incubators of 

DA&FW during FY 2019-20 to 2022-23. A total of Rs 6317.91 lakh crore has been released 

by DA&FW as grants-in-aid to respective Knowledge Partners (KPs) and RKVY Raftaar 

Agri Business Incubator (R-ABI) for funding these start-ups. 

Expected Questions for Preliminary Exam 

Que. Which of the following committees has been constituted to prepare a blueprint for 
doubling farmers' income by 2022? 
(a) DR Gadgil Committee     (b) Kasturi Rangan Committee 

(c) Ashok Dalwai Committee    (c) Justice Lodha Committee 

Answer—(c) Ashok Dalwai Committee 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Other Key Facts? 

Political activities 
▪ The years 1902 to 1910 were tumultuous for 

Aurobindo as he took up the task of liberating India 

from British rule. In 1905, Lord Curzon divided 

Bengal into two parts in the form of East Bengal and 

West Bengal so that there could be division 

between Hindus and Muslims. Due to this partition, 

discontent spread among the people in Bengal. 

Rabindranath Tagore and Aurobindo Ghosh led 

this mass movement. Regarding this movement, 

Lokmanya Tilak said – The British attack on Bengal is 

an attack on the entire nation. Aurobindo Ghosh 

wrote thought-provoking and influential articles in 

letters and magazines to awaken the feeling of 

nationalism and to protest against the British. His 

writings brought awareness among the masses. The 

British government became worried about his 

activities. The government sent him to jail under 

the "Alipore Bomb Case". In jail he found time to 

meditate on yoga. In 1907, he described and 

distinguished India as "Mother India" along with 

nationalism. He organized the "Revolutionary 

Party" in Bengal and opened many branches to 

propagate and spread it and he himself remained its 

chief director. Khudiram Bose and Kanailal Dutt, 

these revolutionaries were revolutionaries of their 

organization. Due to these activities, Aurobindo 

Ghosh could not remain hidden from the eyes of the 

government for long and he had to go to jail again. He 

was imprisoned in 1908 for his political activities and 

revolutionary literary efforts. From 1906 to 1909, 

only three years remained in direct politics. In this he 

became the darling of the people across the country. 

150th Birth Anniversary of Sri Aurobindo 

Why in Newspapers? 
The Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi, participated in a program organized to 

commemorate the 150th birth 

anniversary of Sri Aurobindo on 

December 13, 2022 through video 

conferencing. 

Quick Issue?  
▪ On the occasion of the 150th 

birth anniversary of Sri 

Aurobindo, the Prime 

Minister released a 

commemorative coin and 

postage stamp in honor of 

Sri Aurobindo. 

▪ The event was organized at 

Kamban Kalai Sangam, 

Puducherry under the aegis 

of Azadi Ka Amrit 

Mahotsav. 

Historical Background?  
▪ On the occasion of 150th 

birth anniversary of 

Maharishi Aurobindo and 

75th year of independence, 

the Ministry of Culture is 

commemorating the life and 

philosophy of Sri 

Aurobindo by organizing 

spiritual programs in 75 

jails across the country from 

12th August to 15th August 

2022. 

▪ These programs aim to 

'transform' the lives of 

prison inmates through the 

philosophy of Sri 

Aurobindo and the practice 



 

 

of yoga and meditation. 

▪ Aurobindo Ghosh was born on August 15, 1872 in Calcutta. He was a yogi, seer, 

philosopher, poet and Indian nationalist who propounded the Navaya Vedanta 

philosophy i.e. acceptance of the world as divine manifestation through spiritual 

development. 

▪ He died on December 5, 1950 in Puducherry. 

▪ Aurobindo's practical strategies to get rid of 

British rule marked him as the "Prophet of 

Indian Nationalism". 

▪ His education started at a Christian 

convent school in Darjeeling. 

▪ He attended the University of Cambridge, 

where he became proficient in two classical 

and several modern European languages. 

▪ In the year 1892, he held various 

administrative posts in Baroda (Vadodara) 

and Calcutta (Kolkata). He started studying 

Yoga and Indian languages including 

classical Sanskrit. 

▪ From 1902 to 1910, he participated in the 

struggle to free India from the British. 

▪ The partition of Bengal in the year 1905 prompted Aurobindo to leave his job in Baroda 

and join the nationalist movement. He started the patriotic magazine 'Vande Mataram', 

which propagated radical methods and revolutionary tactics instead of plea. 

▪ He was arrested thrice by the British, twice on charges of treason and once on charges of 

conspiring to "wage war". 

▪ He was arrested in the year 1908 (Alipore Bomb Case). 

▪ After two years he fled from British India and took refuge in Pondicherry (French Colony) 

and renounced political activities and took up spiritual activities. 

▪ Met Meera Alphasa in Puducherry and with her spiritual support "Yoga Sammanvaya" 

took place. 

▪ The purpose of yoga coordination is not to escape from life or escape from worldly 

existence, but to bring about a radical change in our lives even while living in the midst of 

it. 

▪ Many Indians saw World War II as an opportune time to rid themselves of colonial 

occupation and Aurobindo asked his compatriots to support the Allies and ensure Hitler's 

defeat. 

▪ In Puducherry he established a community of spiritual seekers, which took shape in the 

year 1926 as the Sri Aurobindo Ashram. 



 

 

▪ He believed that the basic principles of matter, life and mind would be succeeded through 

terrestrial evolution by the principle of the Super mind as an intermediate force 

between the two realms, the infinite and the finite. 

▪ His writings comprise 36 volumes including The Life Divine, The Synthesis of Yoga, 

The Secret of the Vedas, The Human Cycle, The Ideal of Human Unity, The 

Renaissance of India  and Future Poetry and the Magnificent Epic, Savitri are included. 

▪ Bande Mataram: Sri Aurobindo was the first political leader of India who openly put 

forth the idea of complete independence for the country in his newspaper Bande 

Mataram. 

▪ Arya: In 1914, after four years of silent yoga, he started publishing a philosophical 

monthly, Arya. Most of his important works, The Life Divine, The Synthesis of Yoga, 

Essays on the Gita, The Isha Upanishad, appeared successively in Arya. 

▪ He died on December 5, 1950 in Puducherry. 

Expected Questions for Preliminary Exam 

Que. Who among the following has made a systematic critique of the moderate politics of 
the Indian National Congress in a series of articles titled "New Lamps for Old"? 
(a) Aurobindo Ghosh     (b) RC Dutt 
(c) Syed Ahmed Khan     (d) None of these 

Answer: (a) Aurobindo Ghosh 


