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Marital Rape 

Why in Newspapers?  
Recently, the Supreme Court said that it will hear petitions seeking to make marital 

rape a crime. 

Quick Issue?  
 Marital rape means sexual intercourse between 

husband and wife without the consent of the 

other. 

 More than 100 countries in the world have 

criminalized marital rape, but India is one of the 

36 countries where marital rape has not been made 

a crime. 

Historical Background?  
 Marital rape is not included as a criminal offense 

in the definition of rape under section 375 of the 

Indian Penal Code. 

 Section 375 of the Indian Penal Code (IPC) defines rape as a criminal offence, 

according to which if a man has sex with a 

woman without her consent, it is called rape. 

 In 2018, the Supreme Court in one of its landmark 

judgments ruled that if a man has sex with his 

wife, and the age of his wife is between 15 and 18 

years, it would be considered rape. 

 According to the provisions of POCSO Act, marital 

rape is a form of domestic violence, under this 

law a woman can seek judicial separation from 

her husband for marital rape in the court. 

 Married women have legal protection against 

non-consensual sex under the Protection of 

Women from Domestic Violence Act or Section 

498-A of the IPC. 

 Rape of judicially separated wife was declared 

an offense under section 376-A of IPC. 

 Marital rape is a serious form of sexual 

violence, which is punishable in many civilized 

societies as a symbol of gender justice. 



 

 

Other Key Facts? 
Challenges in Criminalizing Marital Rape 

 Criminalizing marital rape would create chaos in 

families and destabilize the institution of 

marriage. 

 Some wives may accuse their innocent husbands 

of false cases of marital rape and it would be 

difficult for the husbands to prove their 

innocence. 

 Marital rape can become an easy tool to harass 

husbands by misusing the law similar to the misuse 

of Section 498A of IPC (Harassment of married 

woman by husband and in-laws) and Protection of 

Women from Domestic Violence Act. 

 Misuse of the law is a major reason why many 

jurists and men's rights activists have expressed 

concern over the criminalization of marital rape. 

 According to some activists, most dowry cases 

turn out to be false and India cannot afford to 

deal with another destructive law like this 

which would amount to legal terrorism. 

 Marital rape violates the dignity of the woman thereby violating Article 21 (right to 

dignified life). 

 Marital rape discriminates 

against women on the basis of 

their marital status and 

deprives them of sexual 

autonomy. 

 Applying separate provisions 

of rape to women on the basis 

of marital status is also against 

the Right to Equality (Article 

14). 

 Decriminalizing marital rape 

reinforces the patriarchal 

mindset in the society, under 

which the wife is considered 

the property of the husband 

and he can do whatever he 

wants with her.  

 Providing immunity to 

marital rape takes away 

women's power to negotiate 

about contraception, protect 

themselves from sexually 

transmitted diseases. 

 



 

 

 It has a profound psychological impact on women who are victims of marital rape, 

according to one study, women who are victims of marital rape are almost twice as likely 

to suffer depression. 

 Marriage should not be seen as a license for a husband to forcibly rape his wife. 

 The Justice Verma Committee set up in the Nirbhaya gangrape case and the United 

Nations Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) 

in 2013 also recommended that the Indian government should criminalize marital 

rape. 

 

China-Bhutan border dispute 

Why in Newspapers?  
The 11th Expert Group Meeting on China-Bhutan Boundary Issue has been held in 

Kunming city of China. Agreement has been reached under this three-phase-roadmap. 

Quick Issue?  
 Bhutan shares a 477 kilometre long 

border with China.  

Historical Background?  
 China claims some areas of Bhutan as 

its own: 

o In the north - Pasamlung and 

Jakarlung valleys, both of these 

places are culturally important to Bhutan. 

o In the west- Doklam, Dramana, and Shakhto, Yak Chu and Charithang Chu, and the 

Sinchulungpa and Langmarpo valleys. These places are pasture-rich and strategically 

located at the Bhutan-India-China trijunction. This area is located close to the Siliguri 

Corridor of India. 

 In 2020, China made new claims in the Sakteng Sanctuary in the east of Bhutan. 

 Surprisingly, there has been no mention of eastern Bhutan in the previous round of 

boundary talks between the two countries. 

Therefore, Bhutan is troubled by the 

inclusion of Eastern Bhutan in the list of 

disputed territories. 

 This eastern region of Bhutan has a 

large Bhutanese population, traditional 

Dzongs (fortified monasteries) and two 

Bhutanese districts dating back to time 

immemorial. 



 

 

 Bhutan does not have formal diplomatic relations with China, the country began its 

first boundary-negotiations with China in 1984. 

 Till date, both the countries have held 11 expert group meetings and 24 rounds of 

boundary talks. 

 In October 2021, Bhutan and China signed 

an MoU on a three-stage roadmap to 

accelerate China-Bhutan boundary talks. 

 The three-phase roadmap has not yet been 

made public. 

 India's take on developments related to 

China-Bhutan border dispute - India views 

Chinese presence near Doklam as a major 

security concern near the strategic Siliguri 

Corridor. 

 China has also claimed a wildlife sanctuary in Bhutan near the border with Arunachal. 

 It matters because, in December 2022, there was a skirmish between Indian and 

Chinese army troops along the LAC in the Tawang sector of Arunachal Pradesh. 

 What are the challenges in resolving the border dispute between China and Bhutan? 

o The Bhutan-China border dispute is a trilateral, not a bilateral issue. The first challenge 

is to see whether China would be willing to discuss the trijunction areas with India. For 

this, China will have to give up its decades-old policy of treating the Bhutan-China 

border dispute as a bilateral issue and include India as well. 

 China's growing expansion in western disputed areas 

o India has informed and sensitized Bhutan on several occasions about China's growing 

inroads. 

o Bhutan lacks the physical capability and presence to deter these continuing incursions. 

Despite this, it remains reluctant to seek more Indian aid for fear of greater Chinese 

assertiveness. 

 China is keen to establish diplomatic relations with Bhutan 

o China's resolution of border disputes has often involved establishing diplomatic 

relations with Bhutan. 

o Such demands from Beijing will intensify as its tensions with the US and India increase. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Shukrayan-1 

Why in Newspapers?  
The Indian Space Research Organization's (ISRO) Venus mission, called Shukrayaan-

1, was expected to launch in December 2024, however, according to ISRO, it is yet to receive 

approval from the Indian government for the mission. As 

a result, the mission may be postponed till 2031. 

Quick Issue?  
 This was stated by P. Sreekumar, Satish Dhawan 

Professor of the Indian Space Research 

Organization (ISRO) and advisor to its space 

science programme. 

 Both the US and European space agencies have 

planned a Venus mission called VERITAS and 

EnVision for 2031 respectively, while China may 

launch a Venus mission in 2026 or 2027. 

Historical Background?  
 The payload of Shukrayaan-1 currently consists of a high-resolution synthetic 

aperture radar and a ground-penetrating 

radar. 

 In this mission, geological and volcanic activity of 

Venus, emissions on the surface, wind speed, cloud 

cover will be studied. 

 The optimal launch window from Earth to 

Venus occurs once every 19 months. 

 It refers to a technique for obtaining high-

resolution images. The radar can also penetrate 

clouds and darkness due to its accuracy, which 

means it can collect data day and night in any 

weather. 

 Investigation of Surface Processes and Shallow 

Subsurface Stratigraphy No prior observation of 

the subsurface of Venus has yet been made. 

Stratigraphy is a branch of geology that deals with 

the study of rock layers. 

 This will help to understand how Earth-like 

planets evolve and what conditions exist on Earth-sized exoplanets (planets that 

orbit a star other than our Sun). 



 

 

Other Key Facts? 
Various missions to Venus 

 Venus was the first planet to be fly by/explored 

by a human space mission. NASA's Mariner-2 

scanned this cloud-covered world on December 

14, 1962. 

 Recent Venus missions include the European 

Space Agency's (ESA) Venus Express and 

Japan's Akatsuki Venus Climate Orbiter. 

 In June 2021, three new missions to Venus were 

announced. NASA announced two new missions 

(VERITAS and DAVINCI), and ESA announced one 

(EnVision). 

 It will help in modelling the Earth's climate and carefully work out how a planet's climate 

can change dramatically. 

 Venus:- It is named after the Roman 

goddess of love and beauty. It is the 

second largest planet in terms of 

distance from the Sun and the sixth 

largest in mass and size. 

 Unlike other planets in our solar 

system, Venus and Uranus rotate 

clockwise on their axis. 

o It is the hottest planet in the Solar 

System due to the high 

concentration of carbon dioxide 

which creates an intense greenhouse 

effect. 

 A day on Venus is longer than a year 

on Earth. Venus takes more time to 

rotate on its axis than it takes to complete one orbit around the Sun. 

o It takes 243 Earth days for 

one rotation of any planet 

in the Solar System and 

224.7 Earth days to 

complete one orbit of the 

Sun. 

 Venus has been called Earth's 

twin sister because of their 

similarity in mass, size and 

density and their similar 

relative positions in the 

Solar System. 

 Venus is the closest planet to 

Earth; Also, it is the closest 

large body to the Earth other 

than the Moon.  

 The atmospheric pressure of Venus is 90 times that of Earth. 


