
 

 

Other Key Facts? 
Development of 5 iconic sites 

 During the Union Budget 2020, the central 

government announced the development of 

five iconic sites – Rakhigarhi (Haryana), 

Hastinapur (Uttar Pradesh), Sivasagar 

(Assam), Dholavira (Gujarat) and 

Adichanallur (Tamil Nadu). Museums will be 

developed at these sites with a total outlay of 

Rs 2,500 crore. 

Harappan Civilization 
 It is also called Indus Valley Civilization. 

 It flourished in contemporary Pakistan and 

western India around 2,500 BC. 

 In the 1920s, the Indian Archaeological 

Department excavated in the Indus Valley, 

which revealed the ruins of two old cities, 

Mohenjodaro and Harappa. 
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Rakhigarhi, the world's largest museum in Harappan Culture 

Why in Newspapers?  
Recently the world's largest museum on Harappan culture is currently being established 

in Rakhigarhi, Haryana. 

Quick Issue?  
 The Museum on Harappan Culture at 

Rakhigarhi will display artifacts 

dating back to the Indus Valley 

Civilization, about 5,000 years old. 

 This museum, which is currently 

under construction, will give 

Rakhigarhi international and national 

recognition and increase 

employment opportunities for local 

communities. 

Historical Background?  
 This world class museum will display 

photographs depicting the history of 

Rakhigarhi. 

 A special zone is being created in the 

museum to make children aware of 

history in an entertaining way. 

 The museum will also have an open-air theater and a library. 

 One of the largest sites of Harappan Civilization, Rakhigarhi is spread over an area of 500 

hectares in India. 

 Rakhigarhi is located in the Hisar district of Haryana, it is known as a pre-Harappan 

civilization settlement site. 

 This site, situated on the banks of the Ghaggar River, was discovered by Suraj Bhan in the 

year 1969. 

 Along with Rakhigarhi, Hastinapur in Uttar Pradesh, Sivasagar in Assam, Dholavira in 

Gujarat and Adichanallur in Tamil Nadu will also be developed as iconic sites with national 

museums. 

 The village of Rakhigarhi was part of the Indus Valley Civilization from 2600 to 1900 BC. 

The two villages Rakhi Khas and Rakhi Sahapur have archeological remains of the Indus 

Valley site. 

 It was excavated for the first time in 969. It is currently the largest settlement of the Indus 

Valley Civilization. 



 

 

 Since 1998, 56 skeletons have been discovered at this site. Of these, two women were 

found in mound number 7. Their age is estimated at 7,000 years. The presence of shell 

bangles in the site provides evidence of trade links to distant places such as Afghanistan, 

Baluchistan, Gujarat and Rajasthan. Jewellery business is most prominent in this site. 

 The people of this civilization are known for melting precious metals like copper, 

carnelian, agate and gold to make beads. 

Likely Question Asked In Preliminary Exam 

Que. From where have the remains of Pre-Indus civilization and Indus civilization been 

found? 

(i) Banwali    (ii) Kalibanga 

(iii) Rosedi    (iv) Rangpur 

Code: 

(a) only (i)         (b) only (i) and (ii) 

(c) only (iv)         (d) only (iii) 

Answer: (b) From (i) and (ii) only 

Que. Which of the following sites of Harappan culture are located in Haryana? 

1. Banawali    2. Kalibanga 

3. Rakhigarhi   4. Ropad 

Indicate your answer from the code given below : 

(a) 1 and 2       (b) 2 and 3 

(c) 1 and 3       (d) 3 and 4 

Answer: (c) 1 and 3 

Que. The largest Harappan site of India is- 

(a) Alamgirpur      (b) Kalibanga 

(c) Lothal       (d) Rakhigarhi 

Answer: (d) Rakhigarhi 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Other Key Facts? 
Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) 

 It is a permanent intergovernmental 

international organization. It was made in 

the year 2001. 

 The SCO Charter was signed in the year 2002 

and came into force in the year 2003. 

 It is a Eurasian political, economic and 

military organization whose goal is to 

maintain peace, security and stability in the 

region. 

 It is seen as a counterpoint to the North 

Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO), a nine-

member economic and security bloc and has 

emerged as one of the largest inter-regional 

international organizations. 

 Official languages:- Russian and Chinese. 

 Permanent body:- SCO Secretariat in 

Beijing. 

 Executive Committee of the Regional Anti-

Terrorist Structure (RATS) in Tashkent. 

 Presidency:- The presidency is done after 

one year by the member countries through 

rotation. 

Shanghai Cooperation Organization Summit 2022 

Why in Newspapers? 

The Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) Summit 2022 was held in Samarkand, 

Uzbekistan. The Samarkand Declaration was signed by the member states. 

And India took over the chairmanship of SCO for the year 2023. 

Quick Issue?  

 The Samarkand Declaration 

advocated a "commitment to the 

peaceful settlement of differences 

and disputes between countries 

through dialogue and consultation". 

Historical Background?  

 Sovereignty, independence, 

territorial integrity of states, 

equality, mutual benefit, non-

interference in internal affairs were 

talked about and emphasized that 

the principles of mutual respect for 

the threat of use of force are the 

basis of sustainable development of 

international relations. 

 Member states plan to develop 

general principles and approaches to 

create a unified list of terrorist, 

separatist and extremist 

organizations whose activities are 

restricted in the territories of SCO 

member states. 

 Russia is also looking for more customers to export its gas as Western countries want to 

reduce their dependence on it. 

 Russia suggested that the organization should consider organizing its own major athletic 

competition. 

 India urged the member countries of the SCO to give each other full rights of transit, as this 

would increase connectivity and help establish reliable and resilient supply chains in the 

region. 



 

 

Other Key Facts? 
Other important points related to SCO 

 Before the formation of the SCO in 2001, 

Kazakhstan, China, Kyrgyzstan, Russia and 

Tajikistan were members of the Shanghai 

Five. 

 The Shanghai Five (1996) emerged from a 

series of border demarcation and 

demilitarization talks that were conducted 

by the four former Soviet republics to ensure 

stability along the borders with China. 

 The Shanghai Five was renamed SCO after 

Uzbekistan joined the organization in 2001. 

 India and Pakistan became its members in 

2017. 

 Current members: Kazakhstan, China, 

Kyrgyzstan, Russia, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan, 

India and Pakistan. 

 Iran is set to become a permanent member 

of the SCO in 2023. 

 India was made an observer in the SCO in 

2005 and has generally participated in the 

group's ministerial-level meetings that focus 

mainly on security and economic 

cooperation in the Eurasian region. 

 With the whole world facing an unprecedented energy and food crisis, India stressed on 

initiatives to promote millet and address issues related to food security. 

 In this context, India is trying to 

popularize millet, as SCO can play a 

big role in marking 2023 as the 

International Year of Millets. 

 Working Group on Traditional 

Medicine: The World Health 

Organization (WHO) opened its 

Global Centre for Traditional 

Medicine in Gujarat in April 2022. 

 It was the first and only worldwide 

centre for traditional medicine 

established by WHO. 

 Varanasi was declared as the SCO 

Tourism and Cultural Capital for 

2022-2023 to promote the rich 

cultural and historical heritage of the 

people and tourism potential of the 

SCO member states. 

 Apart from this, it will promote 

tourism, cultural and humanitarian 

exchange between India and SCO 

member countries. 

 It also underscores India's ancient 

civilizational ties with SCO member 

states, particularly the Central Asian republics. 

 Under the framework of this flagship cultural outreach programme, several programs will 

be organized in Varanasi during 2022-23. 

Likely Question Asked In Preliminary Exam 

Que. Who among the following has been appointed as the United Nations High 

Commissioner for Human Rights recently? 

1. India is a founding member of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization. 

2. All the members involved in the TAPI gas pipeline project are members of the Shanghai 

Cooperation Organization. 



 

 

Which of the above statement(s) is/are not correct? 

(a) 1 only      (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2     (d) neither 1 nor 2 

Answer – (c) Both 1 and 2 

Que. What is the other name of SCO? 

(a) Shanghai Agreement    (b) Tashkent Pact 

(c) Beijing Pact     (d) Bishkek Pact 

Answer – (a) Shanghai Agreement 

Que. How many members are there in Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) so far? 

(a) 7       (b) 8 

(c) 9       (d) 10 

Answer – (b) 8 

Que. Which of the following statement is not correct about SCO? 

(a) The first summit of SCO was held in China 

(b) The official languages of SCO are Chinese and Russian. 

(c) SCO represents 40% of the world's population. 

(d) Sabir Imandosov is the present Secretary General of SCO 

Answer – (d) Sabir Imandosov is the present Secretary General of SCO 

Que. The main objective of SCO is to generate cooperation among the member countries: 

(a) Resolving border issues    (b) Countering terrorism 

(c) Economic cooperation    (d) all of the above 

Answer – (d) All of the above 


