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‘Cold Response 2022’ Military Exercise

Why in Newspapers?
Recently, military exercise ‘Cold Response 2022’ is being organized by the North

Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) in Norway from March 14 to April 1, 2022.

Quick Issue?
 The exercise is conducted biennially in Norway and is attended by NATO allies and

partner nations.

 220 aircraft, 30000 soldiers and more than 50 ships from 27 countries are

participating in this exercise.

 Of the 30,000 soldiers, 14000 are ground troops, 8000 are sailors and naval soldiers,

and the rest are air force soldiers as well as staff officers from several Norwegian

military facilities.

 The exercise is a defensive exercise where Norway’s allies as well as their own forces

participate in training on various combat situations to defend the country against

external threats.

 Most of the exercise will be conducted in

Central, Southeast and Northern Norway.

Historical Background?
 The exercise is being conducted biennially

since 2006 with the aim of improving NATO

cooperation and military capability.

 The exercise is conducted in a combat

environment that portrays a harsh arctic

setting with cold weather and rough terrain.

 NATO is an alliance of European and North

American countries. It was formed after the

Second World War against the Russian

invasion.

 This intergovernmental military alliance includes 30 European and North American

countries. It operates in accordance with the North Atlantic Treaty which was signed

in April 1949.

 NATO works on the principle of collective defence, where its independent member

states agree to mutual defense against attack from any outside party.
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Likely Question Asked in Preliminary Exam
Question: Consider the following statements:

1. Cold Response 2022 military exercise is being conducted biennially since 2006 with

the aim of improving NATO cooperation and military capability.

2. Cold Response 2022 military exercise is conducted in a combat environment that

portrays the harsh Arctic setting with cold weather and rough terrain.

3. NATO is an alliance of European and North American countries. It was formed after

the Second World War against the Russian invasion.

Which of the above statement(s) is/are true?

(A) 01 and 02 (B) 02 and 03

(C) 01 and 03 (D) All of the above

Answer – (D) All of the above
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Padma Award 2022

Why in newspapers?
President Ram Nath Kovind honored many celebrities, including senior Congress

leader Ghulam Nabi Azad, with the Padma Awards for the year 2022 at the decoration

ceremony held at Rashtrapati Bhavan on March 21, 2022. Let us tell you that CDS General

Bipin Rawat, who was martyred in the helicopter crash, was posthumously awarded the

Padma Vibhushan.

Quick Issue?
 The President presented his award to Kritika and Tarini, daughters of General Bipin

Rawat. While Paralympic silver medalist Devendra Jhajharia received Padma Bhushan,

SII MD Cyrus Poonawalla has been awarded Padma Bhushan in the field of trade and

industry.

 Padma Bhushan recipients include Ghulam Nabi Azad, Punjabi folk singer Gurmeet

Bawa (posthumously), Tata Sons chairman N. Chandrasekaran, former Comptroller

and Auditor General Rajiv Mehrishi, Cyrus Poonawalla, head of Serum Institute of

India, a manufacturer of anti-Covid vaccine ‘Kovshield’, and others. A total of 128

Padma Awards are being given this year. These include two pair prizes (pair prizes

are counted as single prizes).

 A total of four Padma Vibhushan, 17 Padma Bhushan and 107 Padma Shri awards

are being given for the year 2022. There are 34 women in the list of awardees. Apart

from this, Padma awards are being given posthumously to 13 people. The second

ceremony will be held on March 28, 2022 at Rashtrapati Bhavan to give away the

Padma awards.

Historical Background?
 The Padma Vibhushan, Padma Bhushan and Padma Shri awards are among the

highest civilian honors of the country. These awards are given annually by the

Government of India to Indian citizens for their exceptional work.

 The Padma award was started in the year 1954. After which it is announced every
year on the occasion of Republic Day except for brief interruptions between 1978
and 1979 and 1993 to 1997.

 Padma awards are recommended by State Government/UT Administration, Central

Ministries or Departments as well as institutions of excellence. You can also apply for

this award yourself. After this a committee considers these names. Once the

recommendation is made by the Awards Committee, then the Prime Minister, Home

Minister and the President give their approval and after that these awards are

announced on the eve of Republic Day.

 Padma Vibhushan - This is the highest among Padma awards. It is India’s second

highest civilian award after Bharat Ratna. This award is given for exceptional and



Kautilya Academy Head Office: +91-9425068121, +91-9893929541 | Msyh djaV viQs;lZ

DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS www.kautilyaacademy.com

outstanding work in any field. The award carries a bronze badge measuring 1-3/16

inch. In the center of which is a lotus flower. Padma Vibhushan is written in

Devanagari script below on the top of this flower. At the same time, the Ashoka

symbol is made in the back of this badge. This honor is given for distinguished and

remarkable service in any field. It also includes services performed by government

employees.

 Padma Bhushan - Padma Bhushan is the second highest award among the Padma

Awards. Also it is India’s third highest civilian award. Bronze badge is also given in

this honor which is 1-3/16 inch. Also, the design is also there, just above the lotus

flower Padma Bhushan is written below. This honor is given for distinguished and

remarkable and distinguished service of a high order in any field.

 Padma Shri - The Padma Shri award is the third highest civilian award of the Padma

awards and the fourth highest civilian award of India. Its design is also similar. In

this, Padma Shri is written below on the top of the flower. It is given for their

distinguished contribution in various fields of life like arts, education, industry,

literature, science, sports, medicine, social service and public life etc.

 The total number of Padma awards to be conferred in a year (excluding posthumous

and foreign awards) should not exceed 120.

 This decoration consists of a sanad (certificate) and tamga (medal) issued with the

President’s signature and seal. A souvenir of each award winner with a brief

introduction is also issued on the day of the ceremony.

 The awardees are also provided with a medallion, which they can wear to any

function/state function etc. of their choice.

 This award is not a title and may not be mentioned in front or behind the name of

the awardee on letter-heads, invitation cards, posters, books etc. Misuse of it will

deprive that person of this award.

 No cash allowance or concession in the form of rail/air travel etc. is provided with

these awards.
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Likely Question Asked in Preliminary Exam
Question: Consider the following statements:

1. The Padma Vibhushan, Padma Bhushan and Padma Shri awards are among the

highest civilian honors of the country. These awards are given annually by the

Government of India to Indian citizens for their exceptional work.

2. The giving of Padma Awards was started in the year 1954. After which it is announced

every year on the occasion of Republic Day except for brief interruptions between

1978 and 1979 and 1993 to 1997.

3. Padma Shri - Padma Shri Award is the third highest civilian award of the Padma

Awards and the fourth highest civilian award of India. Its design is also similar. In

this, Padma Shri is written below on the top of the flower. It is given for their

distinguished contribution in various fields of life like arts, education, industry,

literature, science, sports, medicine, social service and public life etc.

Which of the above statement(s) is/are true?

(A) 01 and 02 (B) 02 and 03

(C) 01 and 03 (D) All of the above

Answer – (D) All of the above


