
 

 

Other Key Facts? 
The elements of India's climate change 

resolve are 

 India will take its non-fossil energy capacity 

to 500 GW by 2030 

 India will meet 50% of its energy needs from 

renewable energy by 2030 

 India will reduce the total estimated carbon 

emissions by one billion tonnes by 2030 

from now 

 By 2030, India will reduce the carbon 

intensity of its economy by more than 45 

percent 

 India will achieve net zero target by 2070 
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Puneet Sagar Abhiyan 

Why in Newspapers?  
National Cadet Corps (NCC) and United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) on 22nd 

September to tackle the issue of plastic pollution and achieve the universal goal of clean water 

bodies through 'Puneet Sagar Abhiyan' and 

'Tide Turners Plastic Challenge 

Programme'. A Memorandum of 

Understanding (MoU) was signed in the 

presence of Defense Minister Shri Rajnath 

Singh in New Delhi on , 2022. 

Historical Background?  
 On December 01, 2021, promoting 

awareness about the importance of 

cleanliness, the NCC launched a 

nationwide flagship campaign, 

'Puneet Sagar Abhiyan' to clean 

beaches from plastic and other waste 

material which was initially was for a 

month. 

 The campaign was later expanded as a year-long pan-India campaign to cover rivers and 

other water bodies as well. 

 The world's largest uniformed youth organization NCC exhorted its cadets to collect 

plastic and other waste material. 

 The campaign has gained tremendous momentum, acceptance and participation since its 

launch. 

 Various ministries and organizations including the Ministry of Environment, Forest and 

Climate Change, Department of Science and Technology, Indian Navy, Indian Coast Guard, 

Sainik Schools Society, Army Welfare Education Society, Border Roads Organization and 

National Highways Authority of India supported NCC in this noble cause. 

 More than 100 tonnes of plastic waste has been collected from around 1,900 locations by 

over 1.2 million NCC cadets, alumni and volunteers since the launch of 'Puneet Sagar 

Abhiyan', affecting 15 million people. 

 Out of about 100 tonnes of plastic waste collected, more than 60 tonnes have been handed 

over for recycling. 

 'Puneet Sagar Abhiyan' is one of the initiatives taken by the Government to realize the 

vision of the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi, which he described as 'Panchamrut' 



 

 

during the 26th United Nations Climate Change Conference, COP-26, held in Glasgow, 

Scotland. 

 Between October 31 and November 13, 2021, the Prime Minister presented the Five Amrit 

Elements as India's unprecedented contribution to combating climate change. 

 Following the growing support and success of the campaign, UNEP, engaged in this 

initiative through its 'Tide Turner Challenge Programme', decided to join hands with the 

NCC with the aim of harnessing the strength of the youth organisation. 

 The United Nations body has the mandate and knowledge to address various issues 

related to the environment including plastic pollution and has a program to engage youth 

with this campaign. 

 The MoU between NCC and UNEP aims to synergize and strive towards involving youth in 

promoting clean water bodies. 

 It aims at capacity building and creating awareness on environmental sustainability 

through information sharing and training initiatives; To promote opportunities for NCC 

cadets to participate in appropriate national and international platforms related to 

environment and climate change and to participate in joint initiatives of mutual intent 

related to environment and climate change. 

 The MoU, to be implemented for a period of three years, aims to strengthen, develop and 

expand their cooperation and effectiveness for achieving common objectives in the field of 

environment. 

Likely Question Asked In Preliminary Exam 

Que. Consider the following statements? 

1. The campaign was expanded as a year-long pan-India campaign to cover rivers and other 

water bodies as well. 

2. India to take its non-fossil energy capacity to 500 GW by 2030 

3. India to meet 50% of its energy needs from renewable energy by 2030 

4. By 2030, India will reduce the carbon intensity of its economy by more than 45 percent 

Which of the above statement is true? 

(a) 1 only       (b) 3 and 4 only 

(c) 1, 2 and 4      (d) All of the above are correct 

Answer: (d) All of the above are correct 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Other Key Facts? 
Recent Developments 

 An anti-ship version of the BrahMos supersonic 

cruise missile was successfully test fired jointly 

by the Indian Navy and the Andaman and 

Nicobar Command in April 2022. 

 In January 2022, an extended range sea-to-sea 

version of the BrahMos supersonic cruise 

missile was test-fired from the stealth guided 

missile destroyer INS Visakhapatnam. 

BrahMos Missile 

Why in Newspapers? 

Recently, the Defense Ministry has signed a contract worth Rs 1700 crore with BrahMos 

Aerospace Pvt Ltd to purchase additional dual-role BrahMos missiles for the Indian Navy. 

Quick Issue?  
 Dual role capability refers to the 

use of BrahMos missiles for land 

as well as anti-ship attacks. They 

can be launched from land, air and 

sea and all three variants are in 

service under the Indian Armed 

Forces. 

Historical Background?  
 The induction of these dual-role 

advanced missiles into the Indian 

Navy will significantly enhance the firepower and operational activities of the fleet. 

 Such an important communication weapon system will give a boost to indigenous 

production. 

 BrahMos missiles are also expected to increase ammunition with active participation of 

indigenous industry. 

 India-Russia joint venture, BrahMos missile has a range of 290 km. It is the world's fastest 

cruise missile with a top speed of Mach 2.8 (about three times the speed of sound). 

 It is named after the Brahmaputra river of India and the Moskva river of Russia. 

 It is a two-stage (solid propellant engine in the first stage and liquid ramjet in the second) 

missile. 

 It is a multiplatform missile that can be launched with precision from a missile of land, air 

and sea, which can operate during the day and night in spite of bad weather. 

 It works on "Fire and Forget/Fire and Forget" principle i.e. it does not require guidance 

after launch. 

 The US's ‘Terminal High Altitude Area Defense’ (THAAD) is designed to shoot down 

medium-range ballistic missiles early in their flight. 

 It has the capability to intercept missiles in and out of the atmosphere. 

 It is interoperable with other ballistic missile defense systems and is highly maneuverable 

and deployable around the world. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Likely Question Asked In Preliminary Exam 

Que. What is 'Terminal High Altitude Area Defense (THAAD)' sometimes mentioned in 

the news? 

(a) A radar system of Israel 

(b) India's domestic missile deterrence program 

(c) American missile deterrence system 

(d) A defense cooperation between Japan and South Korea 

Answer – (c) American missile deterrence system 


