
 

 

Other Key Facts? 
Other Related Initiatives 

 National Afforestation Programme: It 

focuses on restoration and afforestation of 

degraded forests around forests. 

 National Mission for Green India: It is under 

the National Action Plan on Climate Change 

and aims to improve and increase tree cover 

as a climate adaptation and mitigation 

strategy. 

 National Biodiversity Action Plan: It has 

been launched to implement policies to 

reduce the rates of degradation, 

fragmentation and loss of natural habitats. 

 Rural Livelihood Schemes:- The recognition 

of natural resources intrinsically linked to 

rural livelihoods is also reflected in flagship 

schemes like Mahatma Gandhi National 

Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme 

(MGNREGA) and National Rural Livelihoods 

Mission (NRLM). 
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Rohini Sounding Rocket 

Why in Newspapers?  
The Indian Space Research Organization (ISRO) is planning the 200th consecutive 

successful launch of the Rohini RH-200 sounding rocket. 

Quick Issue?  
 RH-200 of the Rohini sounding 

rocket family has completed 198 

consecutive successful flights. 

 The 199th launch will take place in 

October 2022 during World Space 

Week (4-10 October) celebrations. 

The 200th launch will take place in 

late October or early November 

2022. 

Historical Background?  
 Sounding rockets are one- or two-

stage solid propellant rockets used 

for exploration of the upper 

atmospheric regions and for space 

research. 

 They also serve as easily portable 

platforms for testing or proving 

prototypes of new components or 

sub-systems for use in launch 

vehicles and satellites. 

 The Thumba Equatorial Rocket Launching Station (TERLS) was established on November 

21, 1963. Its southern end is close to the Earth's magnetic equator. 

 The launch of the first sounding rocket (American Nike-Apache) from Thumba in the year 

1963 marked the beginning of the Indian space program and formed the basis of all 

vehicles manufactured. 

 ISRO started with the launch of indigenously made sounding rocket from the year 1965 

and launched its version Rohini RH-75 in the year 1967. 

 In the year 1975, all sounding rocket activities under the Rohini Sounding Rocket (RSR) 

program were thrown into disarray. 

 The range of sounding rockets is called the Rohini series, of which RH-200, RH-300 and 

RH-560 are the most important. 



 

 

 RH-200 is a two-stage rocket capable of reaching an altitude of 70 km with scientific 

payload. 

 The first and second stages of RH-200 are driven by solid motors. 

 For years the RH-200 rocket used a polyvinyl chloride (PVC) based propellant. 

 The first RH-200 to use a new propellant based on hydroxyl-terminated polybutadiene 

(HTPB) was successfully flown from TERLS in September 2020. 

 Compared to PVC based propellants, HTPB based propellants are more energetic, with 

higher mechanical and interface and have less defects due to lower processing 

temperature. 

 The name RH-200 refers to the diameter of the '200' mm rocket. The other operational 

Rohini variants are the RH-300 Mk-II and RH-560 Mk-III. 

Likely Question Asked In Preliminary Exam 

Que. Consider the following statements? 

1. RH-200 of the Rohini sounding rocket family has completed 198 consecutive successful 

flights. 

2. Sounding rockets are one- or two-stage solid propellant rockets used for exploration of the 

upper atmospheric regions and for space research. 

3. Thumba Equatorial Rocket Launching Station (TERLS) was established on November 21, 

1963. 

Which of the above statement is true? 

(a) 1 and 2      (b) 2 and 3 

(c) None of the above    (d) all of the above 

Answer: (d) All of the above 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Other Key Facts? 
United Nations Security Council (UNSC) 

 The primary responsibility for maintaining 

international peace and security rests with the 

Security Council established by the United 

Nations Charter in 1945. 

 There are 15 members in this Security Council: 

 Its five permanent members are the United 

States of America, the Russian Federation, 

France, China and the United Kingdom. 

 The non-permanent members of the Security 

Council are elected for a two-year term. 

 Each member of the Security Council has one 

vote. The decisions of the Security Council on all 

matters are taken by the affirmative vote of 

nine members, including the permanent 

members, with the consent of the members 

required. If any one of the five permanent 

members votes against the motion, that motion 

is not passed. 

 Any member of the United Nations who is not a 

member of the Security Council may, without a 

vote, take part in the discussion of any question 

brought before the Security Council, if the 

Security Council considers that the specific 

matter has caused interests are particularly 

affected. 

G-4 Countries 

Why in Newspapers? 

During the recent 76th session of the United Nations General Assembly, the G-4 countries 

stressed the 'urgent need' to reform the United Nations Security Council (UNSC). 

Quick Issue?  
 The G-4 country felt the need for 

urgent reform of the decision-

making bodies of the United 

Nations as global issues are 

increasingly complex and 

intertwined. 

 In addition, they reiterated their 

joint commitment to work 

towards negotiations that lead to 

multilateralist reform. 

 He highlighted that the General 

Assembly did not make 

"meaningful progress" in the 

Inter-Governmental Dialogue 

(IGN) and maintain transparency. 

 He reiterated his support for 

African countries to be 

represented permanently and 

temporarily. 

 The Ministers agreed on the need 

for an increased role and presence 

of developing countries and key 

contributors to the United Nations 

to enhance the Council's capacity 

to effectively respond to complex 

and emerging challenges to 

questions of international peace 

and security. 

Historical Background?  
 The G4 is a grouping of Brazil, Germany, India and Japan who are aspiring to become 

permanent members of the UNSC. 

 G4 countries support each other for permanent membership of UNSC. 

 The G4 nations traditionally meet during the annual session of the high-level United 

Nations General Assembly. 



 

 

Other Key Facts? 
Inter-Governmental Dialogue: 

 IGN is a group of nation-states working within 

the United Nations to further reform the United 

Nations Security Council (UNSC). 

 IGN is made up of various international 

organizations, namely: 

o African Union 

o G4 nations 

o Unite for Consensus (UfC) Group  

o L.69 Group of Developing Countries 

o Arab Union 

o Caribbean Community (CARICOM) 

 The United Nations represents the world and ironically only 5 permanent members in its 

important body. 

 The current structure of the 

Security Council represents the 

realities of the post-World War II 

period and thus is not in tune 

with the changing balance of 

power in the world. 

 At the time of formation of UNSC, 

big powers were given privileges 

to make them a part of the 

council. This was necessary for its 

proper functioning as well as to 

avoid failure like the organization 

'League of Nations'. 

 Regions such as Far East Asia, 

South America and Africa have no representation in the permanent membership of the 

Council. 

 India never asked for permanent membership for the first 40 years after the formation of 

the United Nations Security Council.  

 Even in the year 1993, when India submitted its written proposal to the United Nations in 

response to the General Assembly's resolution on reforms, it did not specifically say that it 

wanted permanent membership for itself. 

 Since the last few years, India has started the demand for permanent membership in the 

council. 

 India deserves a permanent place on the council, given the size of its economy, population 

and the fact that it is the largest democracy in the world. 

 India has become a major player not only in Asia but also in the world. If India were a 

permanent member, the Security Council would be a more representative body. 

 By having veto power one can take advantage of extraordinary power. India was trying to 

designate Masood Azhar as a global terrorist since 2009. A veto power of China continued 

to hinder it. India will be able to do better work for its own interests. 

 There was a time when the USSR actually started boycotting the UNSC and this was the 

time when the US was successful in passing the resolution for the Korean War. From that 

time on the USSR realized that there was no point in boycotting the United Nations. If any 

motion is against them then it needs to be vetoed. 

 India's presence as a permanent member would be an acknowledgment of its emergence 

as a global power, ready to play an important role in the Council's objectives of 

international peace and security. India will be able to take advantage of the 'prestige' 

attached to the permanent membership of the Council. 



 

 

Likely Question Asked In Preliminary Exam 

Que. Consider the following statements? 

1. To demand reform of the Security Council, Japan, Germany, India and Brazil have formed a 

faction called G-4 and support each other in the matter of permanent membership. 

2. The G-4 countries have been continuously expressing their commitment to multilateralism 

and calling for reforms in the structure of the UNSC. 

3. The G-4 countries are emphasizing the need to reform the Security Council for the 

acceptance of the United Nations for the contemporary needs of the 21st century. 

Which of the above statement is true? 

(a) 1 and 2       (b) 2 and 3 

(c) all of the above      (d) none of the above 

Answer – (c) All of the above 


