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BJP sweeps Hindi belt, Cong. bags Telangana

I BJP routs Cong. in Madhya Pradesh, l Cong. loses Rajasthan as State sticks Saffron party proves pollsters wrong,
retains power with a brute majority

Varghese K. George

NEW DELHI

rouncing the Con-
Tun‘ﬁs in  Madhya
Pradesh, Rajas-

than, and Chhattisgarh,
the BIP consolidated its po-
sitlon in the Hindi hear-
tland, while the Congress
unseated the Bharat Rash-
tra Samithi (BRS) in Telan-
gana, as results of the As-
sembly elections in the
four States were an-
nounced on Sunday. The
BIP finished third in Telan-
gana.

With these results, the
BIP now has 12 Chief Minis-
ters and the Congress
three. The saffron party
had lost all the three north-
ern States in 2018, but top-
pled the Congress govern-
ment in Madhya Pradesh,
to return to power in 2020,
Madhya Pradesh Chief Mi-
nister Shivraj Singh Chou-
han and former Rajasthan
Chief Minister Vasundhara
Raje credited Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi for the
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to trend of voting out incumbent

shocks Congress in Chhattisgarh

TELANGANA
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Congress wrests Telangana, denies
BRS a hat-trick in the youngest State

Moments of triumph: (From left) Union Minister Jyotiraditya Scindia offers a sweet to Madhya Pradesh Chied Minister Shivra) Singh Chouhar; formes Rajasthan Chief Minister Vasundhara Raje poses for a selfie

with party workers In Jaipur; BJP workers celebrate the wictory in Raipur; Telangana Congress president A. Revanth Reddy greets supporters at Gandhi Bhavan in Hyderabad. ar = ¥

BJi*'s victory. "This victory
is of the mantra of ‘Sabka
saath, sabka vishwas and
sabka prayas’ given by PM
Modi,” Ms. Raje said.
*“Today's election re-
sults have proved that the
days of appeasement and
caste politics are over,”
Home Minister Amit Shah
posted on X (formerly
Twitter). Mr. Modi thanked
party workers for “tireless-
Iy" highlighting “our deve-
lopment agenda among
the people”. The BIP faced
the election without a chief

ministerial face and its
campaign was largely built
around Mr. Modi in all the
States. “The results... indi-
cate that the people of In-
dia are firmly with politics
of good governance and
development,” he said.

Margin of victory
The BJP won two of every
three seats in Madhya Pra-
desh and Chhattisgarh,
and three of every five in
Rajasthan.

The Congress crumbled
in Madhya Pradesh where

it hoped to gain from anti-
incumbency sentiments,
which turned out to be
non-existent.

In Chhattisgarh, the
Congress's social engineer-
ing and welfare politics
could not fend off the
storm of corruption allega-
tions laced with religious
symbolism that the BJP
unleashed.

In Rajasthan, Chiel Mi-
nister Ashok Gehlot's
sprightly campaign fell
short in the face of a strong
anti-incumbency  trend

against Congress MLAs.
The State stuck to its pat-
tern of voting out the po-
vernment in every elec
thon. “"We thought we
would form a government
based on our schemes and
promises,” Mr. Gehlot said
after the defeat.

Conceding defeat in the
three States, Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi, who
had spearheaded the party
campaign, said the “battle
of ideclogy  would
continue”,

Mr. Gandhi thanked the

people of Telangana,
where several leaders attri-

buted the party's victory to
his Bharat Jodo Yatra that
was received well, while
Mr. Modi pledged that the
BJPF would continue to
build its presence in the
State, The BJP doubled its
vote share in the State and
won eight seats compared
with one in the previous
Assembly election, posi-
tioning it as a more conse-
quential player in the
State.

The BRS's hopes of a

WOORTHY L G RAMAKRISHMA

third term were dashed, as
public mood in the State
took a turn in fvour of the
Congress since March,
when the party won an im-
pressive victory in neigh-
bouring Karnataka.

BRS president K. Chan-
drashekhar Rao went in-
communicado after the re-
sults while his son and
Cabinet colleague K.T. Ra-
ma Rao said the party
would analyse them.
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A.P. braces for heavy rainfall as Michaung intensifies

The Hindu Bureau
VISAKHAPATNAM/CHENNAIL

Cyclone Michaung has in-
tensified in its move across
the southwest Bay of Ben-
gal and is likely to make
landfall on the Andhra Pra-
desh coast between Nel-
lore and Machilipatnam on
Tuesday morning as a sev-
ere cyclonic storm, with
maximum sustained wind
speeds of 90 kmph to 100
kmph, gusting to 110
kmph, the India Meteoro-
logical Department (IMD)
said on Sunday.

A red alert has been is-
sued in parts of Tamil Na-
du's Chennai, Tiruvallur,
Kancheepuram, and Chen-
galpattu districts, which
are expected to be iashed
by a heavy downpour over
the next two days. Ex-
tremely heavy rainfall is al-
so expected in parts of
coastal A.P.,, Yanam, and

Lull before the storm: Boats anchored as dark clouds gather at
the Harbour area in Visakhapatnam on Sunday. K.R DEEPAK

Rayalaseema, and a storm
surge of more than a metre
above the tide is likely to
inundate the State’s south-
ern coastal districts at the
time of landfall.

PM takes stock

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi spoke to A.P. Chief
Minister Jagan Mohan Red-
dy on Sunday to take stock

of rescue and relief prepa-
rations, and assured him of
the Union government’s
support. Both affected
States have deployed disas-
ter response teams and set
up reiief camps, evacuat-
ing hundreds from low-ly-
ing areas. Fishermen have
been warned to stay away
from the sea, and prepara-
tions are being made to

Storm surge of over
one metre expected
to flood coastal
districts when severe
cyclonic storm makes
landfall tomorrow

protect the paddy harvest.
Trains have been cancelled
in the region, and schools
will be shut on Monday in
affected districts.

The coastal districts of
Nellore, Tirupati, Praka-
sam, Bapatla, Guntur,
Krishna, and West Godava-
ri are likely to face damag-
es due to inundation from
an expected storm surge of
about one to L15 metres
above the astronomical
tide on Tuesday.

Mr. Reddy directed offi-
cials to take all possible ef-
forts to minimise the loss
of life and property due to
the cyclone. He sought

“foolproof™ relief and res-
cue measures, instructing
officials to make sure all fa-
cilities such as drinking wa-
ter, food, and necessary
medicines are provided in
the relief camps.

Stalin holds review

T.N. Chief Minister M.K.
Stalin visited the Emergen-
cy Operations Centre in
Chennai on Sunday to re-
view precautionary mea-
sures. “A total of 685 indivi-
duals have been evacuated
to 11 relief camps in Chen-
galpattu, Chennai, Kan-
cheepuram, and Tiruvallur
districts,” he said.

Over 500 personnel
from the State and Nation-
al Disaster Response Forc-
es have been rushed to
Chengalpattu, Chennai,
Cuddalore, Kancheepu-
ram, Mayiladuthurai, Na-
gapattinam, Tiruvallur, Vil-
lupuram districts.




Nationally dominant, with a strategy that clicks

he results of the four-State election

(Chhattisgarh, Madhya Pradesh,

Rajasthan and Telangana), declared on

Sunday, provide a wealth of compelling
evidence that might help us answer two of the
most important questions relating to Indian
politics. What are the crucial factors which best
explain the continuing national dominance of the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)? Second, and
somewhat relatedly, what explains the
perennially feeble state of the Opposition
(principally the Congress party)?

Explaining the BJP’s triumph

In some respects, the B]P's triumph in all three
States, i.e., Chhattisgarh, Madhya Pradesh,
Rajasthan, represents a puzzle. However, it might
appear much more of a puzzle to those who have
consistently laid emphasis on the organisational
machinery and the welfare model of the BJP to
explain its electoral successes. Those factors are
important but not decisive.

In Chhattisgarh and Rajasthan, the welfare
plank rested with the incumbent Congress, and
both Congress Chief Ministers, i.e., Bhupesh
Baghel and Ashok Gehlot, respectively,
commanded (as per survey evidence) broad
popular satisfaction in this respect.

Also, in both these States, paralysing factional
struggles and centralised control of the BJP had
weakened its State-level leadership. The resultant
organisational inertia had characterised much of
the last five years of the Opposition BIP in both
these States. Meanwhile, in Madhya Pradesh, the
State BJP leadership was weighed down by a
two-decade long ant-incumbency. Therefore,
one must desist from reflexively ascribing every
electoral victory of the BJP to a certain popular
welfare scheme or a superior organisational
machinery. These advantages, after all, had not
materialised for the BJP? in earlier State elections,
including the Karnataka election in May.

The BJP's victories in these State elections, as
in previous elections north of the Vindhyas, owe
themselves to two principal factors. First, a
dominant (and in some respects unchallenged)
ideological agenda, represented by the expansive
rubric of Hindu nationalism. Second, a trusted
and charismatic national leadership (chiefly
Prime Minister Narendra Modi) which is highly
adept at constantly reimagining and activating
this ideological agenda through super-charged
electoral campaigns. In much of the Hindi belt,
the BJP now possesses a core ideological vote
bank that ensures a forbidding structural
advantage to the party in any election. In
Rajasthan, for example, survey evidence (Axis
India Today) suggests three times as many upper
castes voted for the BJP as the Congress. The
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traditional divisions between Brahmins, Rajputs
and Baniyas that had long characterised State
politics seemed to have disappeared. More
importantly, voters from the Other Backward
Classes now represent the most critical support
base of the party in the vast majority of the ‘Hindi
belt’ States. Consider the leads commanded by
the BJP against the Congress among OBC voters as
in exit poll evidence (Axis India Today):
26%-point lead among the OBCs in Rajasthan,
24%-point lead in Madhya Pradesh, and a
13%-point lead in Chhattisgarh.

At least among certain upwardly mobile and
dominant OBCs, support for the BIP now remains
resilient and insulated through many contingent
factors. Consider some of these factors: the two
incumbent Chief Ministers belonging to OBC
castes and often emphasising their identity;
Rajasthan expanding the OBC quota and
announcing caste census; the popularity of Mr.
Baghel among farming OBC communities such as
Kurmis and Sahus.

The urban and upwardly mobile OBCs
certainly identify and relate more with the
ideological agenda of the National Democratic
Alliance and the charismatic leadership of the
BJP. Consider some survey markers of the JIST-TIF
research, where the responses of OBC voters and
upper caste voters of Rajasthan appear to be
virtually identical. On the question of
responsibility for high inflation resting with the
national or State government: 54% upper castes
and 48% OBC respondents say State government,
as opposed to 31% Dalits and 33% tribals. Even on
questions relating to whether ‘freebies’ are right
or wrong, upwardly mobile OBCs (Yadav, Kurmi,
Lodhi, Gujjar) appear ambiguous and divided,
close to the position of upper castes, in contrast
to the overwhelming support evinced by the Most
Backward Castes, Dalit and tribal voters.

The state of the Opposition and the Congress
The charismatic leadership of Mr. Modi, who took
a significant political risk fronting all three
elections, remains crucial in melding this
expanded support base of the party and
smoothening out divisions among them through
evoking a populist personality-based appeal. Mr.
Modi also remains a singularly powerful force
perhaps when facing an incumbent Opposition
leader, electorally mobilising all the various
constituencies harbouring latent feelings of
anti-incumbency. Mr. Modi's personal popularity
has been perhaps a decisive factor in ensuring
that no incumbent Congress Chief Minister of a
large State has come back to power in the entirety
of the Modi era (the last time was perhaps Tarun
Gogpi in the Assam election in 2011).

Now, let us come to the factors explaining the

weakened state of the Opposition, principally the
Congress. All of these factors have been quite
obvious for a long time and, hence, can be
tackled quite briefly.

First, the old guard of the Congress in North
India (exemplified by Kamal Nath perfectly) is
now perhaps a decade past its expiry date. They
prevent the party from propounding a real
progressive agenda and developing a State-level
leadership that can embody progressive ideas.
Since the old guard is resolutely status quoist, this
not only harms the party by stanching intra-party
competition and the emergence of a young
leadership but they also veto the taking up of new
ideas such as the caste census. The caste census
agenda was virtually put into pause by the
Congress in three State elections (even in Madhya
Pradesh, where the CSDS NDTV survey evidence
indicated a clear plurality of voters agreeing with
the plank).

Consider the modus operandi of Congress Chief
Ministers such as Mr. Baghel and Mr. Gehlot. They
not just sidelined strong rival leaders (such as
Sachin Pilot and T.S. Singh Deo) but also
marginalised their State Congress organisation,
preferring to operate through bureaucrats and
chosen ministerial aides. Their excesses have
been enabled by a weakened high Command.
The resulting atrophy of the State organisations,
however, also means that the party struggles to
convert latent satisfaction with the respective
Congress Chief Ministers into actual votes for the
Congress party on election day. Meanwhile, the
Congress lost much of its tribal support base in
both the northern Sarguja and the southern
Bastar belt of Chhattisgarh (where it had swept in
the previous election). This is again a reminder of
the perils of not advancing a distinctive
ideological agenda

The Congress’s victory in Telangana provides
not only an important consolation point but also
a way forward. The strategy in Telangana (and
the election in Karnataka earlier) has been the
inverse of its strategy in northern India. In
Telangana, the specific year-long mobilisations
among Dalit and tribal voters, and electoral
promises such as the significant subsidy to tenant
farmers, had introduced a pronounced
progressive agenda into the electoral contest. In
both these States, the Congress has also evolved a
credible leadership which can embody such an
ideological agenda.

In summary, the Congress might console itself
by claiming that it has now become the leading
party of southern India. Yet, the BJP remains the
nationally dominant party, and it increasingly
appears that the saffron dominance might not
face a credible rival challenge either in 2024 or
even for some time beyond it.




India, disability inclusion and the power of ‘by’

isability as an identity and enfity exists at

the intersection of multiple

vulnerabilities — social, economic and
gender — with each facet requiring careful
consideration when conceptualising action for
equity.

Globally, 1.3 billion people (which is equivalent
to nearly the entire population of India) live with
some form of disability. Of them, 80% live in
developing countries; further, 70% of them live in
rural areas. Current systems are designed for
persons without disabilities and end up being
exclusionary to people with disabilities, resulting
in them experiencing higher instances of poverty,
lack of access to education and opportunities,
informality and other forms of social and
economic discrimination.

According to the English dictionary, “For” is
often used when a person is receiving something

and “By" is to “identify the agent performing an
action”. This difference is crucial when it comes
to disability inclusion, as the approach is
completely different if it is “by" persons with
disabilities being a part of the process and not
“for” them, without them in the process.

A case for inclusion

At the outset, the inclusion of persons with
disabilities into the economy can help boost
global GDP between 3% to 7%, as per the study by
the International Labour Organization (1L0O],
“The price of exclusion: The economic
consequences of excluding people with
disabilities from the world of work”.

We believe that everyone has the right to equal
treatment and opportunities at work, agnostic of
any attributes other than the ability to do the job.
The reality, however, is mixed. The current
employment scenario is limited, providing fewer
jobs for persons with disabilities and
perpetuating stereotypes that create further
barriers for people with disabilities to access the
labour market. It is also in direct contravention of
the United Nations Convention on the Rights of
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Persons with Disabilities, which advocates
changing attiudes and perceptions towards
persons with disabilities and viewing inclusion
from a social development dimension. Disability
inclusion is rooted in assuring the rights of
persons with disabilities and recognising the
economic benefits of inclusion.

Greater challenges in rural areas

In India, the Central and State governments have
various schemes for persons with disabilities and
a unique id for persons with disabilities (UDID)
card, established as part of the Rights of Persons
with Disabilities Act (2016). The first step is
awareness to ensure last-mile connectivity of the
benefits enumerated for people with disabilities
by the government, which begins with the
capacity-building of community leaders who can
advocate for this at the grass-roots level. This is
especially important in rural areas, where
persons with disabilities tend to face greater
challenges when compared to their urban
counterparts, with even more limited access to
education and employment. Some
developmental schemes, too, exclude them. They
are viewed as objects of charity and not as
persons with agency with an ability to participate
in decision-making processes. Rural areas also
have high agricultural dependence and face the
heightened risk of climate calamities arising from
rising sea levels, reduced access to clean water
and food, hurricanes, heatwaves and floods, with
rural people at the frontlines of these challenges.
A bottom-up approach to disability inclusion is
crucial to build productive pathways out of
poverty and ensure that persons with disabilities
are recognised as active members of society and
the economy.

The private sector holds a key in promoting
the employment of persons with disabilities. In
addition to a robust legal framework, experience
shows the importance of engaging the private
sector and building the confidence of companies
to hire and retain workers with disabilities.

Additionally, engagement of employers’
federations, including those representing small
and medium-sized enterprises, as well as with
trade unions, has shown to have great potential to
promote the employment of persons with
disabilities.

The SPARK project
The ILO and the International Fund for
Agricultural Development (IFAD), in collaboration
with the Women's Development Corporation in
Maharashitra, are implementing the Sparking
Disability Inclusive Rural Transformation (SPARK)
project. Through this project, persons with
disabilities were put in the lead, being identified
from the villages, and trained as Disability
Inclusion Facilitators (DIFs). The DIFs engage
with the community, persons with disabilities,
caregivers of persons with disabilities, women
from self-help groups and other stakeholders to
raise awareness about disability inclusion and
barriers to inclusion. The DIFs identify women
with disabilities and mainstream them in existing
self-help groups for social and economic
development, where these women have been
able to access funds to start an enterprise. The
SPARK project has been able to bring an
attitudinal shift towards persons with disabilities,
right from the societal to administrative levels.
The goal of social justice cannot be achieved
without the inclusion of persons with disabilities
in all spheres of development, starting with rural
areas and rural resilience. Evidence shows a
bi-directional link to poverty, nuirition, and
hunger, and as a consequence, there needs to be
more inclusive opportunities and employment in
rural areas. Given the historic marginalisation of
persons with disabilities and the backsliding of
the progress on the Sustainable Development
Goals, a fundamental shift in commitment,
solidarity, inancing and action is critical. It is
about time that the voices and needs of persons
with disabilities be prioritised at the centre of the
global development agenda.




HE DAILY QUIZ

Please send in your answers ta
dailyguiz@thehindu.co.i

oday is the 225th death anniversary of the Italian physicist and philosopher
Luigi Galvani. This is a quiz about his legacy

asudevan Mukunth

QUESTION 1

alvani made a name for himself by
investigating electricity in animal bodies. In
1780, he reported that when an electric
urrent was applied to the legs of a dead
rog, their muscles twitched. Name the
madern field of study that investigates the
role of electricity in biological development.

QUESTION 2
Based on his studies, Galvani interpreted
animal electricity to be a force that imbued
prganic matter with life. However, X, a
famous experimental physicist and Galvani's
ontemporary, disputed Galvani's claims and
in the process created the first
electrochemical battery. Name X.

QUESTION 3
wrote one of the first books of science

fiction in 1818. ¥ has said that Galvani's
experiments, reports on which he
published in the early 1790s, were an
important inspiration for the book, whose
plot bears a strong allusion to Galvani's
work and whose protagonist studies
animal electricity. Name Y.

h

QUESTION 4

In January 1803, a man named Z was
found guilty of killing his wife and child.
He was hung, and his body was taken to a
house where Galvani’s nephew, Giovanni
Aldini, applied electric currents to
different muscles to make them quiver
and twitch. Name Z.

h

QUESTION S

Galvanisation, named for Galvani, is an
electrochemical process in which a
coating of an element is provided to iron
or steel to prevent rusting. Mame the
element.

| %

Visual question:

In galvanic corrosion, given two metals plus an electrolyte, the
more reactive metal will corrode preferentially. Name the
monument, built in part by Gustave Eiffel, in which galvanic
corrosion was found in the 19805, WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

Questions and Answers to the
December 1 edition of the daily quiz: 1.
The location of the original Madame
Tussauds museum. Ans: Londen

2. In 2008, a wax model of this person was
decapitated at the Madame Tussauds
museum in Berlin. Ans: Adolf Hitler

3. The largest and smallest statue at the
London Madame Tussauds museum. Ans:
The Incredible Hulk and Tinkerbell

4. The wan figure of this singer was
remaved from public display. Ans: Ye
(Kanye)

5. This Indian actor has a wax figure at the
Madame Tussauds in London, Hong Kong
and Bangkok. Ans: Shah Rukh Khan

b. Madame Tussauds is globally managed
by this company. Ans: Merlin
Entertainment

Visual Question: Identify the modeler. Ans:
Bernard Tussaud; he is Marie Tussaud's
great-great grandson

Early Bird: Pranshi Siwach




Shreyas, Mukesh and Bishnoi shine
as Men in Blue clinch a humdinger

With Australia needing 10 runs for victory off the final over, Arshdeep delivers by conceding only three; India wins series 4-1

SCOREBOARD
-
INDLA

Yashaswi Jaiswal ¢ Ellis b
Behrendorff 21 (15b, x4, 2x6),
Ruturaj Gaikwad ¢ Behrendorff b
Dwarshuis 10 (12h, 2x4), Shreyas
Iyer b Ellis 53 (375, 5x4, 2x6),
Suryakumar Yadav c McDermott
b Dwarshuis 5 (7h), Rinku Singh ¢
David b Sangha 6 (85, Led), Jitesh
Sharma c Short b Hardie 24 (165,
3xd, 1x6), Axar Patel c Hardie b
Behrendorff 31 (21b, 2x4, 1x6),
Ravi Bishnoi run out 2 {2b),
Arshdeep Singh (not out) 2 (2b);
Extras (b-1, b-2, w-3): 6; Total (for
eight wkts. in 20 overs): 160.

FALL OF WICKETS
1-33 {Jaiswal, 3.6 overs), 2-33
[Ruturaj, 4.3), 3-46 (Suryakumar,

6.5), 4-55 (Rinku, 9.1), 5-87
(Jitesh, 13.1), 6-143 (Axar, 18.4),
7-156 (Shreyas, 19.3), 8-160

Gousen  OSDILHe

5 BT

Young guns: The Indian side soaks up the success after its comfortable series win over Australia. K MURALIKUMAR

AUSTRALIA IN INDIA

N. Sudarshan
BENGALURU

ustralia’s hope of

leaving the sub-

continental shores
with a consolation win
proved a mirage as India
won the final T201 by six
runs at the M. Chinnaswa-
my Stadium here on
Sunday.

Chasing 161, Australia
needed 10 from the final
over, with the marauding
Matthew Wade still at the
rrease. But Arshdeep Singh
ronceded just three runs
and also sent back Wade
[22, 15b, 4x4) by having
him caught at long-on to
ensure India finished the
series 4-1.

So long as Travis Head

was at the wicket (28, 18b,
5x4, Ix6), Australia can-
tered along. The southpaw
hit Arshdeep for a hat-trick
of boundaries — through
extra-cover, down the
ground and wide of long-
leg -~ muscled Avesh Khan
over mid-wicket and cut
him through cover.

Ravi Bishnoi was sum-
moned to stop the bleed-
ing, but Head welcomed
him with a slog-swept max-
imum over mid-wicket. But
off the very next ball, the
leggie bamboozled Head
with a slider that disturbed
the off-stump. Not long af-
ter, Bishnoi had Aaron Har-
die caught at long-on.

The run flow was down
to a trickle and Australia
didn't breach the ropes for
three full overs (eight to
10). But Ben McDermott,
who had started with a two

mighty sixes off Mukesh
Kumar and Avesh, as-
sumed the mantle by send-
ing Bishnoi soaring over
long-on, carving Arshdeep
over deep-point and then
smashing the left-armer
straight down to bring up
his fifty off 34 balls.

Arshdeep, however,
would have his revenge in
the same over when
McDermott couldn't clear
Rinku Singh at long-off.

With 45 needed from 30
balls, Avesh bowled a tight
eight-run over before Mu-
kesh conceded just five and
removed Matthew Short
and Ben Dwarshuis off con-
secutive deliveries to re-
duce Australia to 129 for se-
ven from 17 overs.

With 32 needed from 18
balls, Wade hit Avesh for a
hat-trick of boundaries to
keep Australia within

touching distance, only for
Mukesh (19th over, seven
runs) and Arshdeep to
thwart his best-laid plans.

Earlier, after being asked
to bat first, India struggled
to stroke freely on a pitch
that was double-paced and
had some turn. Yashasvi
Jaiswal, as he has done all
series, punted on his belli-
gerent hitting and clubbed
Aaron Hardie and Jason
Behrendorff for a couple of
sixes.

But Jaiswal's dismissal in
the fourth over — caught by
arunning Nathan Ellis from
square-leg off Behrendorff
~ triggered a mini collapse.
From 33 for no loss, India
slumped to 55 for four, with
Ruturaj Gaikwad, Suryaku-
mar Yadav and Rinku all
back in the hut.

Australia’s fielding was
tight and its catching excel-

lent. With the outfield also
sluggish, the least obstruc-
tive and frictionless path
towards scoring big was to
deal in sixes or via boun-
daries behind square.

Shreyas Iyer (53, 37b,
5x4, 2x6) did exactly that,
creaming Dwarshuis over
long-off, nicking behind
the wicket-keeper to collect
a couple of fours and using
the pace of the ball to ease
Dwarshuis past point for
his best shot of the
evening.

Along with Shreyas' half
century, neat cameos from
Jitesh Sharma (24, 16b, 3x4,
1x6) and Axar Patel (31, 21b,
2x4, Ix6), propped India
up, with the fifth- and sixth-
wicket partnerships fetch-
ing 42 and 46 runs respec-
tively. Two hours on, these
efforts acquired a match-
winning halo.

(Bishnoi, 19.6).

AUSTRALIA BOWLING
Hardie 4-0-21-1, Behrendorff
4-0-38-2, Dwarshuis 4-0-30-2, Ellis
4-0-42-1, Sangha 4-0-26-1.

AUSTRALIA

Travis Head b Bishnoi 28 {185,
5x4, 1x6), Josh Philippe b Mukesh
4 (4b, 1x4), Ben McDermatt c
Rinku b Arshdeep 54 (365, 5x6),
Aaron Hardie c Shreyas b Bishnoi
€ (10b, 1x4), Tim David c Avesh b
Axar 17 (17h, 1x6), Matthew Short
¢ Ruturaj b Mukesh 16 (11h, 2x4),
Matthew Wade c Shreyas b
Arshdeep 22 (15b, 4x4), Ben
Dwarshuis b Mukesh 0 (1h),
Mathan Ellis (not out) 4 (6b),
Jason Behrendorff (not out) 2
(2b); Extras (w-1): 1; Total (for
eight wkts. in 20 overs): 154.

FALL OF WICKETS
1-22 [Philippe, 2.3), 2-47 {Head,
4.5),3-55 (Hardie, 6.6), 4-102
(David, 13.2), 5-116 (McDermott,
14.6), 6-129 (Short, 16.3), 7-129
(Dwarshuis, 16.4), 8-151 {Wade,
19.3),

INDIA BOWLING
Arshdeep 4-0-40-2, Avesh
4.0-39-0, Mukesh 4-0-32-3,
Bishnoi 4-0-29-2, Axar 4-0-14-1.
PoM: Axar; PoS: Bishnoi.
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Why is Facebook-parent Meta suing the

U.S. Federal Trade Commission?

What are the allegations levelled against the FTC by the social media company? What does this mean for children’s privacy rights across Meta’s

apps? How will this affect regulators trying to reign in Big Tech companies?

Sahana Venugopal

The story so far:
sually competition regulators
investigate trade practices, sue
corporations, and levy
penalties on them. The U.S.
Federal Trade Commission (FTC) probes
antitrust practices and files lawsuits
against tech companies it sees as violating
consumer laws. But in a shock move,
Facebook-parent Meta in late November
sued the FTC, claiming the regulator was
making an “obvious power grab” and that
its action caused the social media giant
“immediate and irreparable” harm.

What is the case about?

Meta, the parent of Facebook, Instagram,
WhatsApp, and Threads, sued the U.S.
FTC on November 29 in an effort to stop it
from reopening a past privacy settlement
where the social media company was
ordered to pay %5 billion to settle charges
for violating an older FTC order. The
privacy settlement, which was made in
2019, enforced broad privacy restrictions
on Meta. The $5 billion penalty against
Facebook was first announced in 2019 but
is referred to as the 2020 privacy
settlement. The FTC described it as “the
largest ever imposed on any company for
violating consumers’ privacy.”

What are the new changes the FTC
wants Meta to make?
The FTC, in May, proposed changes to the

three-year-old agreement, noting that
Meta had not fully complied with the
previous terms. The FTC alleged that
Meta misled parents about the Messenger
Kids app and misrepresented how some
app developers could access private user
data. As part of the latest changes
proposed by the FTC, Meta would be
barred from profiting off the data it
collected from children (users below 18)
as well as the data from its virtual reality
products. Meta would also be restricted in
its use of facial recognition technology, its
launch of new products and features, and
would have to provide even more user
protections, as per the regulator.

Meta spokesperson Andy Stone shared
a statement on May 3 on X (formerly
Twitter), in which he called the FTC's
action a “political stunt” and claimed the
regulator did not allow Meta to discuss
the agreement. “Let’s be clear about what
the FTC is trying to do: usurp the
authority of Congress to set industry-wide
standards and instead single out one
American company while allowing
Chinese companies, like TikTok, to
operate without constraint on American
soil,” said part of Stone’s statement, as he
promised Meta would “vigorously fight”
the action.

In its November complaint against the
FTC, Meta stressed that stopping the
collection of children's data would hurt its
development. “By way of example, the
Proposed Order purports to limit Meta's
collection and use of the data of so-called

“Youth Users,” which would severely
curtail the Company's ability to market
new products and services to a key
demographic of its users,” noted Meta in
its complaint.

Could the FTC’s proposed changes
hurt Meta?

In its third quarter report this year, Meta
recorded revenue of $34.15 billion, which
was an increase of 23% year-over-year.
However, the company observed that
rising legal and regulatory challenges
across the European Union and the U.S.
might affect its future financial results. In
its report, Meta called out the FTC in
specific. “Of note, the Federal Trade
Commission is seeking to substantially
modify our existing consent order and
impose additional restrictions on our
ability to operate. We are contesting this
matter, but if we are unsuccessful it would
have an adverse impact on our business,”
said the company on October 25. The FTC
is yet to publicly respond to Meta’s latest
complaint or issue a formal statement.

Why does Meta claim the FTC does
not have authority over the issue?
Meta claimed that the FTC's proposed
changes to the 2020 agreement violate
due process and that the regulator itself
plays an “unconstitutional dual role.” The
company also believes that the FTC's
conditions would affect its ability to
launch new products and services
(without third-party approval), and would

intrude on Meta's private rights.

The company said it wanted to
“challenge the structurally
unconstitutional authority exercised by
the FTC through its Commissioners.”
However, Meta highlighted that it was not
looking to legally debate the FTC's
findings about its actions and instead
wanted to focus on the constitutionality
of the regulator’s structural
characteristics. In particular, Meta
pointed at the FTC's “dual role as
prosecutor and judge” and said that the
social media company had a right to a
jury trial.

Has any other tech firm ever sued the
FTC before?

While other companies have accused the
FTC of overstepping its boundaries,
Meta's act of suing the FTC is an
aggressive move that came after a federal
judge allowed the FTC's proceeding to
take place.

If Meta is successful, even in part, this
could set a precedent for other
companies singled out by the regulator to
question the FTC's ability to carry out
unbiased proceedings and instead push
for their case to be handled by jury trials.
In turn, such a shift could obstruct not
only the FTC, but also regulators such as
the U.5. Securities and Exchange
Commission (SEC) and prevent them
from carrying out swift enforcement
actions against Big Tech companies in the
future.




ONCE SPREAD OVER 100 ACrES, WATER Bopy Now A SHADOW OF I1s BRIMMING PAST

An emperor’s dream come to life, a Bth-century reservoir hopes to restore lost glory

VIDHEESHAKUNT AMALLA
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 3

HOME TO a royriad dynasties one
after the othwer, Diwelhd is a reposi-

tory of the indelible legacy left by
each of thermn in the form of van-
ous architectural marvels. One
such leyracy is the Hauz-i-Shamsi,
a project which was Sultan
ltstmish's “dream come e,
Situated in Mehrauli near the

wiater reservoir built bebween
1211- 1236 A0
Once spread over 100

hectares, this water body has
shnunk into a patchof ity water
over ther years. However, in necent
years, some efforts have been
miade to restore and conserve it
witth the AS taking up the task of
repairing and maintaiming the
muru.l.rnrnl:l near the tank. On

Friday, the ministry of Jal Shakti
crg:nsed a 'jal ltitsas Litsay' heve
to raise public consciousness
about sall!guardul; wiater

tion work of the Shamsi Talab

adequately reflects comaTzence
oifvariows Departmentsof Central

days: (L) im 2023, sdbisters
Wokalis of [l Trecenet Lackifir

for tis people_One nieght it was
the Prophet Mohammad. who
came in his dreams on his horse
and mstrucied him todig forwa-

e and bl a water reservor in
the place muaried by the hool of
s weired horse. rusmed Burag,
The suitan_went to kook for the
place ant found the mark of the
ol wath water fowing from it
and il the reservoir amound it ™

Safvi further wrote: “Sultan
Firoz (Shah ) Teghlag got it me-
pared] and it weas refilled withwa-
ter_Even today thewe s water in

eller B Batuta who had de-
smibed the Hauz--Shamsias a
rectanguls-shaped eservoirtha

wias spead across an area of ane
ke by v e,

Spealang o The Indian Express
on the current state of the reser-
i, weriter Sohail Hashmi said, “In
the mididle of

a depression
in the Shamsi
Talab was a

book 14 Historic Walks of Delhi,
wimir: T Ieservoin wis anam-
batious enterprise, ocoupying a
karpe area and fed by undenground
springs as well as streams. The
parvilion you see
across the tank
from the Jahaz
Mahal once

rock_Today, wod in the
dieniine  JERTIOOIES T3, o e
in the middie 110001 water_ The tank

of the lake

amymore bast

stands at the cormer. This sugmests
that miore than 50 of the ke had
been encroached upon....”

had a tenadency
of silting up and
required repeated excavation—
first by Adauiddin Khalp and then
by Firoz Shah

Austhor Swapna Liddle. mbher  Tughlag®




WHAT IS IT?

Methane: More potent, less persistent

Methane is an organic compound.
Its molecule consists of carbon and
four hydrogen atoms (CH4). It’s in
the news of late because of its
character as a potent climate
pollutant. While climate talks have
by and large focused on carbon
and carbon dioxide emissions,
there is increasing
acknowledgement among the
world’s leaders as well as
philanthropists of methane’s
effects on global warming. At the
ongoing COP-28 climate talks in
the United Arab Emirates, for
example, a group of well-endowed
philanthropic bodies, including the
Sequoia Climate Foundation and
the Bezos Earth Fund, announced
that they would collectively invest
$450 million in solutions to tackle
methane emissions.

Methane has a greater global
warming potential (GWP) than
carbon dioxide. The GWP is a
measure of the warming caused by
a substance relative to that due to
the same mass of carbon dioxide;
the GWP100 measures this over a
century at a time. If carbon dioxide
has a GWP100 of 1, methane is 28,
nitrous oxide is 265, and sulphur
hexafluoride is 23,500. However,
while carbon dioxide lasts for
several decades at a time in the
atmosphere before breaking down,
methane breaks down in a matter
of years. That is, it’s a short-lived
climate pollutant. Its sources
include cattle-farming, landfills,

Dairy cows eating silage on a farm. GETTY
IMAGES/ISTOCKPHOTO

wastewater treatment facilities, rice
cultivation, and some industrial processes.

B!

For feedback and suggestions
for ‘Science’, please write to
science@thehindu.co.in

with the subject ‘Daily page’




Coal phase-out in COP28 pledge,
India refrains from endorsing it

EXPRESSATCOP28

AMITABH SINHA
DUBAI,DECEMBER 3

A REFERENCE to coal phase-out
and suggestion to end fresh in-
vestments in coal prevented
India from endorsing a renew-
able energy pledge at the COP28
climate meeting, and a mention
of health sector emissions is ex-
pected to keep it away from a
declaration on health as well.
The pledge was mainly about
tripling global renewable energy
installed capacity by 2030, some-
thing that India had already

backed as part of the G20 group-
ing. But the pledge, taken by more
than 100 countries Saturday;, in-
cluded references to coal phase-
out and an end to fresh invest-
ments in that sector, something
that India could not sign on to.
India has repeatedly made it
clear thatitwould continue to use
coal for electricity generationinthe
nearfuture evenasitramps up the
capacity of renewable energy
sources. Just ahead of the COP28
meeting, Foreign Secretary Vinay
Kawatra had reiterated the same
line in a press conference in New
Delhi, saying India’s economicand
developmental imperatives did
not allow for a sudden abandon-
mentofcoal,asisoften demanded.
The pledge was not part of
the COPdiscussions. [t was a part
of an initiative by the host coun-
try, not unusual at the COPs, to
forge alliances of countries on
some specific subjects in order to

create a momentum for greater
climate actions. These pledges or
alliances have no legal sanctity
and many of them fizzle out af-
ter some time. India has rarely
been part of such platforms.

It is unlikely to endorse a
health declaration as well be-
cause of similar reasons. For the
first time, COP had a dedicated
health day Sunday. More than
120 countries were listed as hav-
ing given their endorsement to
adeclaration that expressed the
grave impact of climate change
on human health and well being,
and emphasised on urgent cli-
mate action to reduce such im-
pacts.

However, the text also was
references to curbing of emis-
sions from the health sector, and
assessment of greenhouse gas
emissions of health systems.
India has reiterated its position it
does notwant toalign itself with

these kind of sectoral approaches
outside the UNFCCC framework.
Such pledges and declara-
tions are not negotiated docu-
ments and do not contain the
nuance language that comes out
of negotiations. India has gener-
ally kept away from becoming a
part of such initiatives, particu-
larly those that contain issues it
is sensitive to, because they
could prejudice its positions at
the climate change negotiations.
Discussions on tripling of re-
newable energy are expected to
be taken up within the COP
process as well. It is one of the
keenly awaited outcomes from
COP28 meeting. Estimates from
International Energy Agency
suggest that a tripling of global
renewable energy capacities by
2030 could avoid about one bil-
lion tonnes of carbon dioxide
equivalent of emissions every
year on an average till 2030.




RBI's MONETARY POLICY COMMITTEE

Why is MPC likely to leave the repo rate unchanged?

HITESH VYAS
MUMBAIL DECEMBER 3

THE MOMNETARY Policy
Committee ({MPC) of the
Reserve Bank may keep the
repo rate — its key lending rate
— unchanged at 6.5 per cent in
its upcoming monetary policy
review scheduled from
December 6-8, on rising infla-
tionary risks stemming from
the recent spike in vegetable
prices.

The central bank is also ex-
pected to retain the stance of
the monetary policy as ‘with-
drawal of accommodation'.
With better-than-expected sec-
ond-quarter gross domestic
product (GDF) print at 7.6 per
cent, the RBI may revise up-
wards its FY 24 growth esti-
mate.

Why will REI keep the repo
rate unchanged?

Economists said that the six-
member rate-setting panel of
the RELis unlikely to tinker with
the repo rate — the rate at which
RBI lends money to banks to
meet their short-term funding
needs — in the upcoming pol-
icy. “There will be no change (in
the RBI policy). The reason is
that the inflation will start inch-
ing up because food inflation is

This will be the fifth monetary policy on the trot when the MPC
is likely to leave the repo rate unchanged at 6.5 per cent. File

going to increase. We have seen
onion and tomato prices going
up again. So, there is no case for
even thinking of lowering the
repo rate. At the same time, core
inflation is around 4 per cent,
and therefore, there is no rea-
son for the RBI to increase the
rate," said Madan Sabnavis chief
economist, Bank of Baroda.
Consumer price-based infla-
tion(CPl)eased to 4.87 per cent
in October from 5.02 percent in
September. The retail inflation,
however, continues to remain

above the 4 per cent target of
the RBI. Last month, RBI
Governor Shaktikanata Das said
that though headline inflation
has moderated, it remains vul-
nerable to recurring and over-
lapping food price shocks com-
ing from global factors and
adverse weather events,

In such a scenario, the mon-
etary policy needs to remain
watchful and actively disinfla-
tionary while supporting
growih.

“We are completely focused

on the 4 per cent target. We
maintain Arjuna’s eye on the in-
flation target {of 4 percent),” he
had said at a banking event.

According to Kaushik Das,
chief economist, India & South
Asia, Deutsche Bank, with the
strong July-September 2023
GDP print and upside risks to
near-term inflation prints due
to food price volatility, RBI is
likely to remain hawlish in the
upcoming monetary
policy.

“RBI will likely keep
repo rate and stance un-
changed, persist with
tight liguidity and en-
sure that short-term
rates remain around 6.85-6.90
per cent, resulting in an ‘effec-
tive rate hike"," Das said.

This will be the fifth mone-
tary policy on the trot when the
MPC is likely to leave the repo
rate unchanged at 6.5 per cent.
Last time, the repo rate was
raised from 6.25 per cent to 6.5
per cent in February 2023,
Between May 2022 and
February 2023, the policy rate
was raised by 250 basis points
{bps). One basis point is one-
hundredth of a percentage
point.

Will the RBI change the

policy stance?
The stance of the monetary

EXPLAINED

policy may be retained as the
‘withdrawal of accommoda-
tion', analysts said.

“In the last policy, the RBI
stated that the transmission of
(250 bps hike in} the repao rate
has not happened. If you look at
the weighted average lending
rates and deposit rates of banks,
there is still a 50 bps in the lend-
ing rates, Therefore, the stance
will continue to be ‘withdrawal

of accommodation’,"
Sabnavis said.

In response to the
cumulative 250 bps
hike in policy rate

® | since May 2022,

banks have revised

their repo-linked external

benchmark-based lending rates

(EBLRs) upward by the same
magnitude,

The one-year median mar-
ginal cost of funds-based lend-
ing rate (MCLR) increased by
152 bps during May 2022 to
October 2023,

The weighted average lend-
ing rates (WALRs) on fresh and
outstanding loans of banks in-
creased by 187 bps and 111 bps,
respectively, during May 2022
- September 2023. On the de-
posit side, the weighted average
domestic term deposit rates
(WADTDRs) on fresh and out-
standing rupee deposits in-
creased by 229 bpsand 166 bps,

respectively,

Will the GDP and inflation
projections be revised?

With the Q2FY'24 GDP
growth overshooting its esti-
mate of 6.5 per cent, the RBI
may revise its FY2024 growth
forecast marginally. The real
GDP growth for FY'24 is pro-
jected at 6.5 per cent, The RBI
may not revise the headline in-
fation forecast, which has been
kept at 5.4 per cent for the cur-
rent fiscal.

“RBI will likely increase
Fy"24 GDP forecast to 6.8 per
cent y-o-y, from 6.5 per cent y-
o-y earlier, while holding the
F¥"24 CPl forecast unchanged at
5.4 per cent (as food inflation
will come off sharply in
January-March 2024, after pick-
ing up in October-December
2023)," Deutsche Bank's Das
said.

What will happen to lending
rates in case of a pause by
REI?

As the RBI is expected to
keepthe policy rate unchanged
at 6.5 per cent, all external
benchmark lending rates that
are linked to the repo rate will
not rise. It will provide some re-
lief to borrowers as their
equated monthly instalments
[EMIs ) will not increase.
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AKALI DAL (L) ARRESTS

SIKH POLICEMEN IN plainclothes entered the
Sisganj gurdwara to arrest supporters of the
Akali Dal(L) chief Sant Longowal who had ear-
lier clashed with workers of the Tara Singh fac-
tion of the Akali Dal. The Akali Dal (L) support-
ers resisted with sticks and swords, stonesand
bottles but the police fired 65 rounds of tear-
gas shells to end the resistance.

BANGLADESH VIOLENCE

SECURITY FORCES HAVE winded up 37 polit-
ical leaders in Chittagong following violent
anti-government demanstrations in the

south-eastern port city earlier this week.
According to the unofficial figures, five peo-
ple have been killed and more than 400 in-
jured in the violence that saw security forces
fire on crowds in both Dhaka and Chittagong.
A police spokesman said, “About 40 people
were held for curfew violations,” in Dhaka.

EC’S CONDUCT CHANGES

THE ELECTION COMMISSION will make
changes to include in its model code of con-
duct a ban on financial grants, use of official
aircraft and entry of ministers in the polling
stations or counting halls except as candidates,
voters or agents. This was announced by the

Chief Election Commissioner R K Trivedi.
There was, however, no agreement on the
punishment to the candidate found guilty of
breach of the model code of conduct.

RIVAL FACTIONS

FEARING OBSTRUCTIONS AND sabotage by
the warring factions in West Bengal, the
Congress (1) high command s considering tak-
ing direct control of the reception committee
and the two dozen sub-panels formed to con-
duct the plenary session of the party in
Calcutta this month-end. A final decision to
end the present stalemate will be taken after
a special meeting of the steering committee.




GRANDMASTER

After Pragg, sister: the highest title that a chess player
can attain — once earned, it’s held for life

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 3

VAISHALI RAMESHBABU became a
Grandmaster by crossing 2,500
International Chess Federation (FIDE)
ranking points at the IV El Llobregat Open
in Spain on Friday. With this
achievement, Vaishali and

her younger brother,
Rameshbabu

Praggnanandhaa, became

the first-ever Grandmaster
brother-sister duo in history.

A Grandmaster

The Grandmaster title
and other chess titles are
awarded by FIDE (acronym
for its French name
Fédération Internationale des
Echecs), the Switzerland-
based governing body of the
international game.

The title is the badge of
the game’s super elite, a
recognition of the greatest
chess talent on the planet,
which has been tested and
proven against a peer group
of other similarly talented
players in the world.

Allsuch chess titles thatare
given by FIDE are valid for life,

Vaishali

FIDE

Rameshbabuand
Rameshbabu
Praggnanandhaa

jecta person to revocation of his title”.

Grandmasters since 1950

The term Grandmaster isabout a cen-
tury old, and was initially used as a generic
expression to describe a player who was
better than just a ‘master’. In 1950, FIDE
started formally designating the best play-

ers as Grandmasters, based
onasetoflaid-down criteria.
Twenty-seven Grandmaster
titles were awarded in the
first batch in 1950, including
to then world champion
Mikhail Botvinnik of the erst-
while USSR.

Qualifications for
Grandmaster

Currently, FIDE awards
chess’ highest honour to a
player who can achieve a
FIDE Classical or Standard
rating of 2,500, plus three
Grandmaster norms.

Grandmaster norms are
defined by a set of complex
and rigorous rules regarding
tournaments, games, and
playersthat are setoutinthe
FIDE Title Regulations.

Broadly, a player must
have a performance rating of
2,600 or higher in a FIDE
tournament that has nine

unless a player is stripped of

the title for a proven offence like cheating.
FIDE regulations say the “use of a FIDE

title or rating to subvert the ethical princi-

ples of the title or rating system may sub-

rounds, playing against sev-
eral opponents from federations or coun-
tries other than the one to which the
player belongs, and those opponents
must be titled themselves.




Lessons from MP, Telangana: revdi
is a hit-and-miss electoral strategy

BJP won Madhya Pradesh on the back of welfare schemes for women. In Telangana, the Congress won
despite not promising a return to the Old Pension Scheme, as it had done in other states earlier

PVAIDYANATHANIYER
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 3

IT1S never easy to call an election; with the
benefit of hindsight, everyone attempts to
explain the results. A complex interplay of
factors influences elections — from organi-
sational strength to poll management and
strategy, from the choice of candidates to the
issues that resonate with the people.
Animportant abilityistobeable tolisten
to the messages underlying the words.
Shivraj Singh Chouhan did it in Madhya
Pradesh, and it may not be only luck that took
the Congress to victory in Telangana. Shivraj
read the data to get the message, and
Congress defied old wisdom in Telangana.

Shivraj Singh Chouhan’s
politics of economics

The Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister ap-
pears to have understood the message be-
hind the data, and tied the solutions to his
image. His Ladli Behna
scheme, launched in
March this year, just
eight months ahead of
the Assembly elections,
resonated with voters
for two reasons.

One, itis one more —
and a big one — in the
many schemes for the
maa aur behan in the state.

Laadli Laxmi, Mukhyamantri Kanya Vivah
and Nikah and Mukhyamantri Kanya
Abhibhavak Pension were some of the earlier
schemes for women.

Two, it is a freebie — but the data show
thatit is also a response to a problem that is
unique to Madhya Pradesh. The latest annual
report of the Periodic Labour Force Survey
(PLFS) July 2022-June 2023, shows that in ru-
ral MP, the percentage of women “helpersin
household enterprises” increased to 58.2 per
cent, from 53.4 per cent in 2017-18. The all-
India average for rural women “helpers in
household enterprise” was just43.1 per cent
in2022-23.

“Helpers in household enterprise” are
sell~employed persons who work in their
household enterprise but are not paid for it.
Economists tell us that this happens more at
times when the economy is not doing so
well, and there are fewer jobs being created
by businesses,

VERDICT
2023

Ladli Behna scheme is available to all women of ages 21 and older. More than
Rs 6,800 cr have been disbursed to 1.2 cr women. Facebook/Shivraj Singh Chouhan

MADHYA PRADESH: DISTRIBUTION OF WORKERS (IN %)

Own account worker, employer |
Helperin household enterprise
Total self-employed |
Regular wage/salary
Casual labour

Chhattisgarh
Madhya Pradesh
Rajasthan
Telangana

29,000 |
72,860 |
ey
[ 108212 |

two years between 2020-21 and 2022-23"*
OTR: Own Tax Revenues; All figures in Rs crore

MP
154
582 |
736 | 7 |
34 | 8l
23 | 21 |
Source: Annual Report PLFS July 2022 - June 2023

OWN TAX REVENUES IN FOUR STATES

OTR : PENSION ; SALARIES ; INTEREST ; *%OF OTR
7,603 | | !
19,360 |
24,439 |
11385 27523 |

Pensions, salaries and interest percentage of OTR®, Assurning salary rose 4 per centa year over last

RURAL ;
¢ Allindia |
i 279 |
431 |

URBAN
MP : Alllndia
309 | 276
192 | 12.8
502 | 404
381 | 50.8
nz | 89

H i

27842 |
54,101 |
66,385 |

7222 147
22,166 | 131
28838 | 130
18,912 | 54

Also, if household finances are tight,
women who were not working earlier start
working in the enterprises set up in the
household, without being paid for their

work. In urban areas, the percentage of such
women “helpers in household enterprises”
remained more or less flat — in 2022-23, it
was 19.2 per cent, in2017-18, it was margin-

ally lower at 19 per cent.

The Ladli Behna scheme is now available
to all womenof ages 21 years and older, who
receive a monthly direct benefit transfer
(DBT) of Rs 1,250. The state has so far dis-
bursed Rs 6,800 crore to more than 1.2 crore
women, and Chouhan has allocated approx-
imately Rs 13,000 crore to the scheme for the
current financial year, Of course, women
constitute almost 48.5 per cent of the total
voters in the state, and their turnout during
polling at 76 per cent was higher thanthe 74
per cent for men.

Congress victory in Telangana,
without need for OPS carrot

For the Congress, the Telangana win tells
several stories, To uproot a regional party is
never easy; what helped the Congress was
its ability to convey the political message
better in the south of the Vindhyas than in
the north.

In the north — Rajasthan and Madhya
Pradesh — itwent with faces that have dom-
inated the party’'s politics for decades. In
2018, Bhupesh Baghel had brought raw en-
ergy and fighting spirit to Chhattisgarh and
won. Revanth Reddy did it for Congress in
Telangana this time.

So, it is not just “revdi” — the expression
coined by the Prime Minister to refer to free-
bies that parties offer to voters — that helps
win elections. In fact, of the four big state
elections this November, it's only in
Telangana that the Congress did not prom-
ise areturn to the Old Pension Scheme (OPS).

In Madhya Pradesh, the party promised
OPS, and in Rajasthan and Chhattisgarh,
Congress governments have already re-
versed the pension reform clock. A year ago,
last November, many attributed the Congress
victory in Himachal Pradesh to the OPS
promise — even though Rahul Gandhi said
he wasn't sure that was the case.

Of the four states — Telangana,
Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh, and
Chhattisgarh — Telangana s the best placed
in terms of government finances, shows the
Reserve Bank of India's (RBI's ) State of State
Finances report.

Data show that in Telangana, committed
expenditure — salaries, pension, and inter-
est payment on debt — account for just 54
per cent of the state’s own tax revenues, In
the case of the other three states, thisis well
over 100 per cent, leaving less money for de-
velopmental expenditure.




ONLY SIXTH TIME SINCE 1861: WHY US
CONGRESS EXPELLED ALAWMAKER

ARJUN SENGUPTA
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 3

REPUBLICAN CONGRESSMAN George
Santos was expelled from the US House of
Representatives on Friday over criminal
corruption charges and accusations of
misspending campaign money.

The House voted 311-114 for hisimme-
diate ouster, making Santos only the sixth
member in history to be expelled.

Multiple criminal allegations

Santos, 35, was elected from New
York’s 3rd congressional district in 2022.

Subsequently, The New York Times
found that he lied about crucial details of
his life. His claims of working at Goldman
Sachs, and having descended from Jewish
refugees fleeing the Holocaust were also
found to be untrue.

Santos admitted to lying, but said he
“was not a criminal”. In May, the
Department of Justice slapped himwith 13
counts of wire fraud, money laundering,
etc., and briefly took him into custody.

A superseding indictment filed in
October upped the charges to 23, accus-
ing him of inflating his campaign’s
fundraising numbers and charging cam-
paign contributors’ credit cards without
their consent.

George Santos in Washington. AP

Aftrial date has been set for September
2024, unless Santos reaches a plea deal
with the prosecutors first.

Damning Committee report

In November, the House attempted to
expel Santos, but failed. Later; a bipartisan
Ethics Committee report came out, saying
he “sought to fraudulently exploit every as-
pect of his House candidacy for his own
personal financial profit.” Among other
things, it mentioned spa treatments worth
$4,000, which were charged to his congres-
sional campaign account.

With his expulsion, which received
the support of 105 Republicans, the
party’s majority in the House has now re-
duced to a slim 221-213.
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